
ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROLBOARD
March 7. 1996

COMMONWEALTH EDISON )
(DRESDENSTATION), )

)
Petitioner, )

)
v. ) PCB96-188

) (ProvisionalVariance- Water)
ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL )
PROTECTIONAGENCY, )

)
Respondent. )

ORDEROF THE BOARD (by C.A. Manning):

Pursuantto Section35(b)of theEnvironmentalProtectionAct (Act) (415ILCS 5/35(b)),
CommonwealthEdisonCompany(CommonwealthEdison)hasrequestedthatthe Illinois
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(Agency)recommendthat theBoardgrantaprovisional
varianceto allow CommonwealthEdison‘s Dresdengeneratingstationto continueoperating
duringessentialmaintenanceon theelectricalfeederline to thecooling pondlift station. This
provisional varianceis beingrequestedbecauseCommonwealthEdisonneedsto takethelift
stationout ofservicetherebyrequiringthatthestation’sthermaldischargebypassthecooling
pondandbedirectly sentto theIllinois River. Thisrequestfor aprovisionalvarianceandthe
notificationofrecommendationwasfiled with theBoard by theAgencyon Tuesday,March 5,
1996. Pursuantto Section3 5(b)oftheAct, theBoardmustissuethevariancewithin two (2)
daysofthis filing.

Specifically,the Agencyrecommendsthat wegrantCommonwealthEdisona 7-day
provisionalvariancefor its facility locatedin GrundyCountyfrom thetemperaturestandardsas
setforth in 35 Ill. Adm. Code302.211(d),304.141(c)andfrom theBoard’sorderin PCB 79-134,
July 9, 1981. This 7-dayperiodshallcommenceafterApril 1, 1996but no laterthan April 15,
1996.

Uponreceiptofthe request,theAgency issuedits recommendationnotifying theBoard
that failureto granttherequested7-dayprovisional variancewould imposeanarbitraryor
unreasonablehardshipon thepetitioner.

Provisionalvariancesareby theirvery naturetemporary.Theresponsibilitiesof the
Agencyand theBoardin theseshort-termprovisionalvariancesaredifferent from the
responsibilitiesin standardvariances.(See415 ILCS 5/35(b) & 36(c).) In provisionalvariances
it is theresponsibilityofthe gencyto makethetechnicaldeterminationsandfindingof
arbitraryorunreasonablehardship.TheBoard’sresponsibilityis to adoptaformal order,to
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assurethe formalmaintenanceof therecord,to assuretheenforceabilityofthe variance,andto
providenotificationoftheactionby apressrelease.

HavingreceivedtheAgencyrecommendationnotifying theBoardthat adenialofthe
requestedreliefwould imposeanarbitraryor unreasonablehardship,theBoardherebygrantsthe
petitionera provisionalvariancefrom 35 Ill. Adm. Code302.211(d),304.141(c)andfrom the
Board’sorderin PCB79-134,July 9, 1981, subjectto thefollowing conditions:

1. ThevarianceshallcommenceafterApril 1, 1996but no laterthanApril 15, 1996
whenCommonwealthEdisonremovesthe electricalfeederline to thecooling
pondlift stationandshallcontinuefor aperiodof seven(7) daysor until the unit
is returnedto service,whicheveroccursfirst;

2. CommonwealthEdisonshallnotify MatthewWertmanor JayPatelat the
Agency’sMaywoodRegionalOffice via telephoneat(708) 338-7900whenthe
electricalrepairsbeginandwhentherepairsarecompleted.Written confirmation
of eachnotificationshallbesentwithin five (5) daysto the following address;

Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
BureauofWater,ComplianceAssuranceSection
2200Churchill Road
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield,IL 62794-9276
Attention:DanRay

3. For theperiodofthis provisionalvariance,CommonwealthEdisonshallnot
exceedafinal dischargetemperatureof90degreesfahrenheitfrom Outfall 002
asspecWedin CommonwealthEdison’sNPDESpermit specialCondition
No.2B;and

4. CommonwealthEdisonshall continuouslymonitor watertemperatureat theI-
55 intakestructure, atthe dischargepoint (Outfall 002)andat theDresdenlock
anddam.

CommonwealthEdisonshallexecuteacopyofa certificateofacceptanceof this
provisionalvarianceandforward thatcopy to the Agencyaddressedasis thewrittennotice
requiredin theabovecondition. CommonwealthEdisonshall forwardthatcopywithin ten(10)
daysofthedateofthis orderoftheBoard,andthecertificateofacceptanceshall takethe
following form:
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CERTIFICATION

I (We), _____________________,herebyacceptand agreeto be
boundby all termsandconditionsoftheorderofthePollution Control
Boardin PCB96-188,March 7, 1996.

Petitioner

AuthorizedAgent

Title

Date

IT IS SO ORDERED.

I, DorothyM. Gunn,ClerkoftheIllinois Pollution ControlBoard,herebycertify thatthe
aboveorderwasadoptedon the7~-’ dayof ,i~i~Lz , 1996, by avote of

~ 4L~J
Clerk

ControlBoard
Dorotl
Illinois Pollü




