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DearMs. Gunn,
I wantto thankthelL PollutionControlBoardfor theopportunityto commentontheillinois

EnvironmentalProtectionAgency’s(LEPA) proposedamendmentto Title 35, SubtitleC, Chapter
1, Part 301. After carefulreview, I believethis amendmentprovidesinadequateprotectionfor
Illinois’ aquaticnaturalresources,andI stronglyopposeit aswritten.

I amespeciallyconcernedwith theprovisionin partb ofproposedSection301.109thatwill
allow the IEPA and Illinois Pollution Control Board to issue provisional varianceswith no
preconditionsformonitoringtheeffectsofthevarianceson thefish andotheraquaticresourcesor
assurancethat anappropriateresponseandrecoveryplanis in place.Recentstudiesconductedat
NewtonandCoffeenlakesprovideclearscientificevidencethatincreasedthermalloadingallowed
byprovisionalvariancescancausesignificantenvironmentaldamage.Withtheadvancedknowledge
thatadverseimpactstotheaquaticecosystemwill mostcertainlyoccur,provisionalvariancesshould
be reservedexclusively for easesof extremeemergency.In rare instanceswhere provisional
variancesmaybe warranted,a standardsetofpreconditionsthat will insurefull accountabilityby
thepetitionershouldbemandatory.

I amalsoconcernedthatthisproposedamendmentfailstomeettheintentofthefederalClean
Water Act. The federalCleanWater Act mandatesthat all thermaleffluent standards“assure
protectionandpropagationofabalancedindigenouspopulatinn:ofshellfish,fish, andwildlife in and
on thebodyofwaterintowhichthedischargeis to bemade.”TheUS EPAalreadyhasregulations
to allowfor provisionalvariancesin caseofatrueemergency.Theseregulationsarethestandardby
whichotherMidwesternstatesregulatetheirelectric generatingfacilities. TheIIEPA’s proposed
amendmentappearsfar morelenienttowardprovisionalvariancesthattheEPAguidelines.These
lenient regulationswill give illinois basedgeneratingfacilities an unfair advantagein the
marketplace,conceivablyallowingthemto produceadditionalpowerforotherregions-ofthecountry
attheexpenseofIllinois’ aquaticnaturalresources.

Illinois’ fourlargestpowercompaniesrecentlytestifiedthatthereisnow-adequate~generating
capacityundercurrentoperatingstandardsto meetanyconceivabledemandthissummer.This is a
clearindicationthattheonly needfor aprovisionalvariancewould be to supplyadditionalpower
outsideoftheStateofIllinois. If theElectricUtility Industryin Illinois wantsto supplyserviceto
other regionsof the United Stateswherepower is in short supply, they needto do so in an
environmentallyresponsiblemanner.This meanslong-termsolutionsthat comply with existing
thermalstandards,not with theuseofprovisionalvariances.Sellingpowerto otherregionsofthe
UnitedStatesattheexpenseof illinois’ aquaticnaturalresourcesis unacceptable.

I want to thanktheboardonceagainfor theopportunityto commenton thisvery important
issue,andI appreciateyourconsiderationofmy concerns.

Si~erely
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