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CommentsofMidwest Generation on the
ProposedAmendmentsto 35 Iii. Adm. CodePart 217.Subpart V

Midwest GenerationEME, LLC (“Midwest Generation”)herebysubmitsthefollowing

commentson theproposedamendmentsto 35 Ill. Adm. CodePart217,SubpartV for Electric

GeneratingUnits (“EGUs”). Thepurposeofthesecommentsis to supplementthestatements

madeby ScottB. Miller at theIllinois Pollution ControlBoard’s(the“Board’s”) November28,

2000hearingon theproposedSubpartV rule.

As theBoardis aware,Midwest Generationis anewcompanyto Illinois with its

headquartersin Chicago. It is a subsidiaryofEdisonMissionEnergy,which is oneofthe largest

independentpowerproducersin theworld with an installedcapacityof over27,000megawatts

ofelectricalgeneration.On December15, 1999,Midwest Generationpurchasedthefossil fuel

fired assetsof CommonwealthEdison(“CoinEd”). Theseassetsincludedcoal-firedpower

plantslocatedin Chicago,Waukegan,Romeoville(Will County),Joliet, andPekin(Powerton),

Illinois. Midwest Generationalsoacquiredfrom CornEdagas/oil-firedpowerplantnearMorris,

Illinois and severalnaturalgasunits. Midwest Generationhasan installedcapacityof10,000

megawattsin Illinois. It alsohasoperationsin Pennsylvania.

WhenMidwest GenerationpurchasedCornEd’sfossil assets,it madeacommitmentto

reducenitrogenoxideemissionsfrom thoseplantsby 50%on botharatebasedandannual
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emissionsbasisby theendof2002. This commitmentwasnotbaseduponfutureregulatory

requirementsortheprospectof earlyreductioncredits,butwasbaseduponadesireto improve

air quality in Midwest Generation’soperatingarea.

Midwest Generationhasbegunwork to fulfill its commitment.Earlierthis year,Midwest

Generationretrofittedthreetangentiallyfiredboilersatits Joliet, Waukegan,andWill County

stationswith low NOx burnersthat utilize bothclose-coupledandseparatedoverfireair ports

knownastheABB TFS-2000system.All threeunitshaveachievedNOx reductionsaslow as

0.130lbs/mmBTU andcollectivelywill reduceNOx emissionsby 4,500tonsin this year’sozone

seasonand9,000tonsannually. Thenewly achievedemissionsrateatall threeunitsis greater

thana 50%emissionreductionon thoseunits.

In 2001,Midwest Generationplansto installNOx controlsatfive additionalunits. These

controlswill reduceNOx emissionsby an additional7,000tonsduring theozoneseasonand

14,000tonsannually.

In additionto Midwest Generation’scoal-firedpowerplants,theCompanyalsoownsand

operates12 small combustionturbinesattwo locations.’ Theratedcapacityfor these12 turbines

rangesfrom 25 MWe to 38 MWe. MidwestGenerationoperatestheseturbinesto meetpeak

electricitydemand,andtheturbinesonly operateafewhundredhoursperyear. In fact,the

operatinghoursfor eachof thesesmall turbineswereonlyin therangeof 103 hoursto 332 hours

during 1998and 1999. Midwest Generation’sactualNOx emissionsfrom these12 peakingunits

were223 tonsin 1998andonly 100tonsin 1999.2

Eightof theunits arelocatedatMidwestGeneration’sFiskGeneratingStationandfour oftheunitsarelocatedat
its WaukeganStation.
2 MidwestGenerationnotesthatcontrolling NOxemissionsfromthesepeakingunits wouldbecostprohibitive
giventhefacttheyoperateonlya fewhundredhoursayear. For informationalpurposesthecostofNOx controls
for theFiskpeakers(total of 8) rangefrom $5.4million ($27,000/ton)to $25.2million ($62,800/ton).Thecostof
NOxcontrolsfor theWaukeganpeakers(total of 4) rangefrom $3 million ($25,300) to $12.6million ($62,800/ton).
Thesearein 1992 dollars.
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MidwestGenerationgenerallysupportstheproposedSubpartV rule. As Mr. Miller

indicatedin his questioningof theAgencyat theNovember28 hearing,however,Midwest

Generationwasconcernedthattherule,asoriginally proposed,would requiretheownersand

operatorsofsmall combustionturbines,like the12 ownedby MidwestGeneration,to implement

costlyandonerousmonitoringandrecordkeepingrequirementsthatwerenotjustifiedby amount

oftime thoseunitsareoperatedandtheiremissions.

ThebasisforMidwest Generation’sconcernwasthatunder§ 217.710,asoriginally

proposed,small combustionunitswould havebeenrequiredto complywith themonitoringand

recordkeepingrequirementsof40 CFRPart75. While thesesmallunitswould nothavebeen

requiredto install continuousemissionmonitors(“CEMs”), undertherule asoriginally

proposed,thesesmallpeakingunitswouldhavebeenrequiredto useanalternativemonitoring

methodthatwasequivalentto theuseofa CEM. Thesesmallpeakingunitswould alsohave

beenrequiredto satisfytherecordkeepingrequirementsof40 CFRPart75. 40CFRPart75

requiresextensiverecordsto bekept in a specificelectronicformat - evenforsmall units.

Midwest GenerationestimatesthecostsofinstallingthePart75 monitoringatits 12

small combustionturbines,at approximately$200,000,orapproximately$100,000persite.

Morespecifically,Midwest Generationestimatesthat purchasingdataloggersandDANS

computers,andconfiguringthatequipmentwouldcostapproximately$60,000persite,andit

estimatesthat thecostof installingthecomputersandthenecessarywiring from theturbinesto

thecomputersystemwould costapproximately$40,000persite. While mostofthecostswould

befor wiring fuel andoperatingsignalsfrom thepeakersto thePart75 computerandsoftware

upgradesto thePart75 computer,Midwest Generationalsoestimatesthat the annualcosts
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associatedwith maintainingtheequipmentandcompilingtherequiredinformationwould range

from $10, 000to $20,000for all 12 units.

OnDecember21, 2000,theAgencyproposedan amendmentto theproposedrulewhich

wouldprovidealternativemonitoringandrecordkeepingrequirementsfor certainsmall

combustionturbines. SeeMotion to Amend,datedDecember21, 2000. Specifically,the

Agencyproposedthatownersoroperatorsofsmall combustionturbinesthatoperatelessthan

350 hoursduringthe ozoneseasonbeableto determineNOx emissionsusingcertaindefault

emissionfactorsandaheatinput derivedfrom eithermeteredfuelusageoracalculationbased

uponthe turbiness maximumhourlyheatinput andits hoursofoperation.~ Proposed35 Ill.

Adm. Code§ 217.710(c)(asamended). TheAgencyfurtherproposedamendmentsto the

rccordkeepingprovisionsofSubpartV consistentwith theproposedrevisionsto themonitoring

requirements.~ Proposed35 Ill. Adm. Code§ 217.712(b)(asamended).

Midwest GenerationstronglysupportstheAgency’sproposedrevisionsto SubpartV.

discussedabove. Theuseofconservativedefaultfactorswill tendto overestimateemissions

from thesmallerpeakingunits andrequireotherunits in anaveragingplanwith thesmall

peakingunits to meetmorestringentemissionlevelsthanwouldberequiredif thesmallerunits

usedPart75 monitoringdata. Theuseof thedefaultemissionfactorsproposedby theAgency,

however,will enablesmallersourcesto demonstratecompliancewith therequirementsof

SubpartV in a cost-effectivemanner.

In conclusion,MidwestGenerationsupportstheproposedSubpartV rule,asamendedby

theAgencyon December21, 2000. As theownerof 12 ofthe 14 existingsmall combustion

turbinesaffectedby SubpartV, Midwest Generationbelievesthat theproposedrevisionsto §§

217.710and217.712ofthat proposedrulewill enableit andtheotherownersofsmall
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combustionturbinesto comply with theemissionlimitationsoftheproposedSubpartV rule in a

cost-effectivemanner.Accordingly,Midwest GenerationrequeststhattheBoardadoptthe

Agency’sproposedrevisionsto 35 III. Adm. Code§ 217.710and§ 217.712.

MidwestGenerationthankstheBoardfortheopportunityto commenton this

rulemaking.

RespectfullySubmitted,
Midwest GenerationEME,LLC

By:
ne its

11227100
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Theundersigned,an attorney,certify thatI haveservedupontheindividualsnamed
belowtrueand correctcopiesofCommentofMidwestGenerationby Messenger,asindicatedor
First ClassMail, postageprepaidonJanuary5,2001.
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