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ConstructionStandards

Ourorganizationrepresentsmorethan80%ofthe state’smilk throughourfive
membercooperativesandtwo independentproducergroups. Wehavebeeninvolved in the
developmentoftheLivestockManagementFacilitiesAct (LMFA), sinceits inception.

Theneedfor sometype ofvehicleto helpsupportthestate’slivestockindustryis
desperatelyneeded— it needsto allow forresponsiblegrowthandnot discourageproducers
with burdensomeregulationsthataretoo expensiveto implement. Wehavelost one-third
of ourdairy farmsin Illinois, just since1996,andourcownumbersthreatento dropbelow
100,000within afewyears. Illinois is on thevergeoflosinga significantportionof its
number-oneagriculturaleconomicresource.

In thefive yearssincetheLMFA hasbeenenacted,23 personshaveindicatedan
interestin building a dairy in Illinois by filing aNoticeof Intentto Constructwith the
IDOA, yetonly six haveactuallymovedforwardandhavebeenbuilt. Why haven’tthese
beenbuilt? A varietyofreasons,I’m sure. But I haveheardfrom manyproducersabout
theonerouscostofregulationthathascomealongwith thedevelopmentoftheLMFA.
Groundwatermonitoring,engineeringassistance,nutrientmanagementplandevelopment,
andconstructionstandardsareall examplesofadditional-c~stsAhatareborneby the
producer— apersonwho is aprice-takerandcannotpassalongtheseaddedcosts.

We specificallywould like to addresstheareasoflagoonconstructionand
constructionstandards.

Lagoonsareanintegralpartofmanagingnutrientsfrom a dairyoperation. Mostof
thedairiesin thestateutilize a lagoonorholdingpondsystemfor thestorageor treatment
ofmanure.By mandatingablanketguidelinethatrequiresproducersto install “...rigid
materialsuchasconcreteorsteel(in areasofkarsttopography)”theserulesdiscouragethe
constructionofanynewlagoonsorexpansionof existingfacilities. Thedairy areasofthe
statehappento be locatedin theareasthathappento havekarsttopography.By
discouragingthedairy industry,moreproducerswill switch to row crop farmingin lieu of
alfalfa, oats,andotherconservationcrops. Thesecropsarenotwell-suitedfor these
sectionsofthecountry.

It hasbeenshownthataminimumhydraulic conductivityof1 x 1 ~7 cm/secondfor a
properly-installedclay linerwill proveto bevirtually impermeable.Themovementof
waterthroughthis typeofliner is aboutoneinchperdecade.By requiringtheseadditional
— andunnecessarymeasures— it greatly addsto thecostof lagoonconstructionandwould
furthererodetheproducer’sbottomline with little orno environmentalbenefit.

Ourstateis blessedwith an abundanceof feed,excellentlocationsin which to
expandcurrentdairiesand establishnewones,anda solid transportationsystem. Please
helpkeepourstateeconomicallycompetitivewith otherstatesin thenation. Do not
implementtheserestrictivemandatesfor lagoonconstruction.


