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thePollutionControlBoardthePre-FiledTestimonyofJohnR. PetroofExelonCorporation,a
copyofwhich is herewithserveduponyou.

EXELONCORPORATION

By OneofIts Attorneys

DATED: August9,2001

THIS FILING SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



SharonNeal
EXELONCORPORATION
Bank OnePlaza
10 5. DearbornStreet
Chicago,Illinois 60603
312-394-4120

Alan P. Bielawski
SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN& WOOD
Bank OnePlaza
10 5. DearbornStreet
Chicago,Illinois 60603
312-853-7000

THIS FILING SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

2



SERVICE LIST

Debbie 8ruce
Illinois Dept of Natural Resources
600 N Grand Avenue West
Springfield, IL 62701

Susan M. Franzetti
Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal
8000 Sears Tower
Chicago, IL 60606

Mike Hooe
IL Chapter ofAmeican Fisheries Society
416 Briarwood Drive
Salem, IL 62881

Robert T. Lawley
Chief Legal counsel
Department of Natural Resources
524 5. Second Street
Springfield, IL 62701-1787

William Murray
Regulatory Affairs Manager
Office ofPublic Utilities
800 E Monrve St
Springfield, IL 60601

David L Rieser
Ross & Hardies
150 N. Michigan Ave. Ste. 2500
Chicago, IL 60601

Deborah Williams
Illinois EPA
1021 N Grand Ave E P0 Box 19276
Springfield, IL 627949276

Julia Wozniak
Midwest Generation
One Financial Place 440 5 LaSalle St Ste 3500
Chicago, IL 60605

Stanley Yankauski
IL Dept Of Natural Resources
5245 Second Street
Springfield, IL 62701-1787

Robert A. Messina
Illinois Environmental
Regulatory Group
215 East Adams Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701
(217) 522-5512



IIECEIVED
CLERK’S OFFICE
~UG(9 ZOOl

STATE OF ILLINOIS
BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARfl’ollutlon ControlBoard

IN THE MATTER OF: )
)

PROVISIONAL VARIANCES FROM ) RO1-31
WATER TEMPERATURESTANDARDS:) (Rulemaking)
PROPOSEDNEW, 35111.Adm. Code )
301.109 )

PRE-FILEDTESTIMONY OF JOHNR. PETRO

NOW COMEStheEXELON CORPORATION(“Exelon”), by its attorneys,SharonM.

Neal andAlan Bielawski, andsubmitsthefollowing Pre-FiledTestimonyofJohnR.

Petrofor presentationatthehearingscheduledin theabove-referencedmatter:

TESTIMONY OFJOHNR. PETRO

Oualifications

My nameis JohnPetro. I amcurrentlytheNuclearGenerationSupport

EnvironmentalManagerfortheMid-WestRegionalOperatingGroupofExelon

Corporation. I havebeenin thispositionsinceOctober2000. I receivedmy B.S.degree

in Biology/Chemistryfrom Illinois BenedictineCollegein 1973. Iwasfirst employedby

CommonwealthEdison(“CornEd”),Exelon’spredecessorcompany,andawholly owned

subsidiaryofExelon,in March 1974. I haveworkedfor CornEd/Exelonsincethattime.

Prior to holdingmy currentpositionofNuclearGenerationSupportEnvironmental

Manager,I servedas:RadwasteSpecialistwithin CornEd’sCorporateOffice, from 1998

to October2000; SupervisorofChemistrywithin CornEd’sCorporateOffice, from 1993

to 1998;ChemistryManageratBraidwoodStation,from 1988 to 1993; Shift

THIS FILING SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

1



Engineer/PlanneratBraidwoodStation, from 1984to 1988;TechnicalStaff/Engineerat

BraidwoodStation, from 1978 to 1984;and StaffBiologist in CornEd’sEnvironmental

Affairs Departmentfrom 1974 to 1978.

My dutiesasNuclearGenerationSupportEnvironmentalManagerfortheMid-

WestRegionalOperatingGroup(“MWROG”) includeprovidingenvironmentalprogram

oversightandgovernanceto ensureregulatoryperformancein accordancewith applicable

permitsandotherrequirements.TheMWROGincludessix nucleargeneratingstations:

Byron,Braidwood,Clinton, Dresden,LaSalle,QuadCities. Throughmy employmentat

CornEd/Exelon,I havebecomefamiliarwith water qualityandthermalregulations

includingthoseregardingtheprovisionalvarianceprocess.My currentresponsibilities

includeoversightofthethermalandwaterquality performanceoftheMWROGstations.

I haveperformednumerousthermalplumestudieson theIllinois Riverandhavebeen

involvedin ourplants’monitoringactivitiesaimedat assuringcompliancewith thermal

requirements.

IntroductionofTestimony

Exelonappreciatestheopportunityto offer testimonyregardingthis rulemaking,

which is ofsignificanceto ourcompany.Exelonfilly supportsthepre-filedtestimony

submittedby DeirdreK. HirneronbehalfoftheIllinois EnvironmentalRegulatoryGroup

(“IERG”), ofwhichExelonis a member,including IERG’s alternativeregulatory

proposal.Exelonhasworkedcloselywith 1ERGregardingthisrulemaking. In addition,

Exelonconcurswith thepointsraisedin Midwest Generation’spre-filedtestimonythat

supportthis alternativelanguage.Exelonwishesto providetestimonyspecifically
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regardingtheimportanceofpreservingan expeditiousprovisionalvarianceprocessto

provideshort-termreliefto companiesfacingurgentsituations.

ExelonGeneration

In Illinois, Exelonowns andoperatessix nuclearpowerplants. Theplants

produceelectricalenergyfor morethan3.1 million residentialcustomersand326,000

commercial,industrialandinstitutionalcustomers..In light oftheplants’ significant

coolingwaterrequirements,eachis designedto operatewithin thermallimits imposedby

theBoard’sregulationsor sitespecificstandardsandoperatingrequirementsthat have

beendemonstratedin proceedingsbeforetheBoardorU.S.EPAto beprotectiveofthe

environment.Forexample,Braidwood,LaSalle,Dresdenand Clinton all utilize cooling

ponds;DresdenandByron usecooling towersandQuadCities usesasystemofdiffuser

pipes. Thesecoolingwatersystemswereconstructedat costsofmanymillions ofdollars

in orderto allow theplantsto operatewithin thermallimits.

Exeloncloselymonitorsthethermalaspectsofits nuclearstations’operationsin

orderto assurecompliance.Exelonseeksto respondto potentialthermaldifficulties

beforetheyareimminent. Towardthis end,Exelonhasinstalledandenhancedits

coolingwatersystems,asdescribedabove. Exelonalsorelieson extensivecomputer

modelingofriver/lakeandweatherconditionsin orderto anticipatethermalproblemsand

determineappropriateresponses,which mayincludereducingpoweroutput.
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UseofThermalProvisionalVariances

Despitetheseeffortsto assurecompliancewith thermalrequirements,

ComEd/Exelonhasattimessoughttemporaryrelief from applicablethermal

requirementsby requestingprovisionalvariancesto allow theplantsto usemorethan

theirallotted“excursionhours.” Applicable stateregulationsandNPDESpermitsfor the

plantsrequirethattheplants’ dischargesnot exceedmaximumnumerictemperature

standards,exceptfor acertainpercentageofthehoursperyearduring whichthe plants

mayexceedthat limit up to a specifiedlimit. We referto theseas“excursionhours.”

Theneedfor theseprovisionalvariancesarosefrom a numberof different

circumstances,including equipmentfailures,maintenanceoutages,andacombinationof

highambienttemperaturesandhumidity valuesalongwith low river flow rates.

Provisionalvariancessoughtasaresultofequipmentfailuresorextremeweather

conditionswereoftenaccompaniedby peakpowerdemands.This combinationcreated

urgentsituationsthat requiredexpeditiousresponses.Workingwith lEPA,

ComEd/Exelonhasbeenwasableto utilize theprovisionalvarianceprocessto secure

neededregulatoryreliefundertheseexigentcircumstancesandtherebyavoidthreatened

powerlossesto its customers.

LEPA hasexplainedthattheproposedrulesweredevelopedto clarify and

documenttherequirementsapplicableto provisionalvariancepetitioners.Exelonhas

foundtheexisting law andproceduresregardingprovisionalvariancesto provide ample

detailandnoticeoftheinformationthatwehavebeenrequiredto includein provisional

variancepetitionsand ofLEPA’s broaddiscretionto grantandconditionanyprovisional

variancerecommendation.
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Moreover,asalsodiscussedby IERG,theproposedrulesunnecessarilyrestrict

JEPA’sdecision-makingflexibility andimposeunneededproceduralrequirements,

therebythreateningto interferewith one ofthethekey objectivesoftheprovisional

varianceprocess,which is to provideexpeditedrelief Theability to seekshort-term

expeditedreliefin emergencysituationsis ofgreatimportanceto Exelon. If theproposed

rulesnecessitatelongerreviewandrecommendationtimeframes,thentheneedto retain

theexistingemergencyprovisionalvarianceproceduresin theircurrentform becomesall

themore important. LERG’s testimonyalsoemphasizesthesignificanceofpreservingthe

distinctionbetween“regular” provisionalvariancesandthosedesignated“emergencies.”

(IERGTestimony,pp. 15-16).

Exelonhasexpendedandwill continueto dedicatesubstantialresourcesand

efforts to assure,onalong-termbasis,compliancewith applicablethermalrequirements.

While weclearlyrecognizethelimited circumstancesunderwhichtheprovisional

varianceprocessshouldbe utilized, wealsodeeplyappreciateits significanceand

usefulnessin responseto severeconditions. Theusefulnessofthisprocessis threatened

if it becomesmorecomplicatedanddelayedby the impositionoftheproposedrules.

Respectfullysubmitted,

/

ByN
4
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SharonNeal
EXELON CORPORATION
Bank OnePlaza
10 5. DearbornStreet
Chicago,Illinois 60603
312-394-4120

Alan P. Bielawski
SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD
BankOnePlaza
10 5. DearbornStreet
Chicago,Illinois 60603
312-853-7000
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Alan P. Bielawski, certify that I haveserveda copyofTHE PRE-FILED

TESTiMONY OF JOHNR. PETROOF EXELONCORPORATION,upon:

Ms. DorothyM. Gunn
Clerk oftheBoard
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100 WestRandolphStreet
Suite11-500
Chicago,Illinois 60601

AndrewBoron, Esq.
HearingOfficer
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100 WestRandolphStreet
Suite 11—500
Chicago,illinois 60601

SEEATTACHED SERVICELIST.

by depositingsaiddocumentin theUnitedStatesMail in Chicago,Illinois on August9, 2001.
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Debbie Bruce
Illinois Dept of Natural Resources
500 N Grand Avenue West
Springfield, IL 62701

Susan M. Franzetti
Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal
8000 Sears Tower
Chicago, IL 60606

Mike Hooe
IL Chapter of Ameican Fisheries Society
416 Briarwood Drive
Salem, IL 62881

Robert T. Lawley
Chief Legal counsel
Department of Natural Resources
524 5. Second Street
Springfield, IL 62701-1 787

William Murray
Regulatory Affairs Manager
Office of Public Utilities
800 E Monroe St
Springfield, IL 60601

David L. Rieser
Ross & Hardies
150 N. Michigan Ave. Ste. 2500
Chicago, IL 60601

Deborah Williams
Illinois EPA
1021 N Grand Ave E P0 Box 19276
Springfield, IL 62794-9276

Julia Wozniak
Midwest Generation
One Financial Place 440 5 LaSalle St Ste 3500
Chicago, IL 60605

Stanley Yankauski
IL Dept Of Natural Resources
5245 Second Street
Springfield, IL 62701-1787

Robert A. Messina
Illinois Environmental
Regulatory Group
215 East Adams Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701
(217) 522-5512


