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TESTIMONY OF CRAIG CURTIS, J.D., Ph.D. FOR THE PROPOSED MTBE
GROUNDWATER QUALITY STANDARDS
RO1-14

INTRODUCTION

My name is Craig Curtis and I am an Associate Professor of Political Science at Bradley
University. Together with my research assistant, C. J. Neu, an undergraduate student at Bradley
University, I am conducting exploratory research into the rulemaking process in the state of
Illinois. As a part of our research, we attended the March 1 hearing on PROPOSED MTBE
GROUNDWATER QUALITY STANDARDS, R01-14, in Springfield, Illinois, at the Illinois
Pollution Control Board Hearing Room at 600 S. 2 Street.

During the course of that hearing, I had occasion to ask a question concerning the lack of
findings of contamination of Community Water Supplies (“CWS”) in Madison County, Illinois.
I had obtained information from a World Wide Web site called “Scorecard”
(http://www.scorecard.org/.) that indicated releases of MTBE into the environment in that county
were much larger than any other Illinois county. Despite these releases, the testimony of Richard
P. Cobb, P.G., of the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency indicated that only two sites in
Madison County had been affected by MTBE contamination. These were Bethalto CWS and E.
Alton CWS.

The answers provided by Mr. Cobb made it very clear that he was not aware of these data. I was
asked to file testimony containing the data, and do so here today.

The data on releases of MTBE were obtained during a search of the World Wide Web. We
began with the US Environmental Protection Agency (“US EPA”) web site in Fall of 2000 (I am
not sure of the exact date). That site, at that time, contained a link to the “Scorecard” site, which
C.J. and I followed. The attached documents are printouts of web pages from “Scorecard.”

According to the authors of “Scorecard” their charts are derived from the Toxics Release
Inventory (“TRI”) database collected and maintained by the US EPA. Although the “Scorecard”
site is not explicit about this point, one is led to believe that the data from which the charts were
compiled are the 1998 TRI reports.

I have included two charts: 1) the first lists the nine Illinois counties with reported releases of
MTBE; and, 2) the second lists the 100 counties in the United States with the most reported
releases of MTBE. As one can see, three Illinois counties, Madison, St. Clair and Cook, appear
on the list of the 100 counties with the largest releases of MTBE.
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Attachment I Counties with Reported Total Environmental Releases of MTBE in Illinois (1
page).
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Attachment II: Counties with Reported Total Environmental Releases of MTBE, nationwide,
ranked, the 100 counties with the most releases are charted (4 pages).
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