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JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100 W. RandolphStreet
Suite11-500
Chicago,Illinois 60601-3220

DearMs. Gunn:

Attachedpleasefind theletter thatwe sentto theKankakeeCountyClerkon January27,
2004. Theopinionsand feelingsthat we expressedin thatletterarethesametoday. We
aredisappointedand saddenedto learnthataftertheKankakeeCountyBoard voted no to
theproposedexpansionon two separateoccasions,WasteManagementis continuingto
pursueits proposal.

As homeowners,we felt thattheKankakeeCountyBoardheard thesentimentsofthe
peopleofKankakeeCountyandfollowed thefeelingsoftheirconstituentsaftercarefully
weighingall theresearchpresentedagainsttheproposedexpansion.

We urgeyou to thoughtfully considerourconcernsregardingWasteManagement’s
attemptsto re-opentheissuesandexpandthelandfill in spiteofthenegativeimpactan
expansionwould makeon theareaimmediatelysurroundingtheproposedsiteandthe
entirecountyofKankakee.

Sincerely,

J” k andJoanneHilliker
365 A E. 6000 S. Road
Chebanse,Illinois 60922



January27, 2004

BruceClark
KankakeeCountyClerk
189 E. CourtStreet
Kankakee,Illinois 6090

Re: Landfill Docket

DearMr. Clark:

Ourpropertyis locatedat 365 A andB East6000S. Roadin Chebanse.We aredirectly
acrosstheroadfrom thelandfill to thenorth.

Whenmy husbandandhis late wife purchasedthepropertyin the70’s, theywereaware
ofthe landfill andwereunderthe impression,like everyotherpropertyownerin thearea,
thatthe landfill would closewhenfilled to capacity,becappedoff, andbecomeaparkor
naturearea. Looking aheadto thattime, the investmentwould be agoodone. Now,
almostthirty yearslater,andwith theproposalofa hugelandfill expansion,we, like the
otherpropertyownersin thearea,areconcernedaboutourpropertyvalues.

Ourhomehasbeenremodeled;wehavefive acresofbeautifullymaintainedland,
includinganumberofperennialgardens.Oneofourretirementdreamsis to enjoyour
homeandthelandthat surroundsit andbe confidentthat the investmentmadethirty years
agowasasoundone.

Becauseofourproximity to the landfill, wehavefourareasof concernin additionto our
propertyvalues. Thefirst areaofconcernis thequality of our water. Whenourwell
wasdug in 1976, thewaterwas clear,odorfree,andpure. As yearshavepassed,the
waterhasbecomediscolored,andthereis adistinct,unpleasantodorandtaste.We have
thewaterperiodicallytested,andsofar thequality is within acceptablelimits. Especially
in light ofRon Thompson’spowerpointpresentation,andtheknowledgethatthereis
contaminationin two ormoreofthetestwells, wewill continueto getourwatertested
andhopefor thebest.Testimonyfrom WasteManagementindicatedthatthechemicals
leakingfrom thewells arenaturallyoccurring,but thethoughtofdichloroethylene(a
possiblecauseofliver problems),vinyl chloride(aknowncarcinogen),arsenic(another
knowncarcinogen),methyl ethyl ketone(notconsideredlethal,butdamagesreproductive
systems),andboron(anotherrisk for reproductivesystems),beingin ourwateris
disconcertingto saytheleast. (TheDaily JournalThursday,May30. 2002)

Thesecondconcernis noise. Thedaily operationofthe landfill is anoisyprocess.The
truck activity, digging,andwell soundscanbe heardall day long.

Thethird concernis debris. Althoughclean-upcrewsgatherblown debrisaftermajor
windy days,andin spiteoffencingto preventdebris,wecanfind an assortmentof



garbageon ourpropertyalmoston a daily basis.

Thefourth concernis odor. Duringsummermonthsespecially,but evenin thewinter,
spring,andfall, theodorscoming from thelandfill areobnoxious.Nothing is more
disconcertingthanto be in ourgardens,surroundedby lovely landscapeand beautiful
flower gardens,andbedistractedby foul odorscoming from acrosstheroad.

Thesefourconcernsaffectusand all thepropertyownersin thevicinity ofthepresent
landfill andtheproposedlandfill extension.Theadditionalconcernof a majortraffic
problemon RT 45/52 will affectall travelersaswell ashomeownersin thearea.

We attendedlastweek’smeetingandhopethat you andtheotherKankakeeCounty
BoardMembers,will taketo hearttheconcernsofthehomeownerswho spokeup at the
meetingin additionto thoselike uswho aresendingtheirconcernsin writing.

Sincerely,

JoanneHilliker
365 A East6000S. Rd.
Chebanse,Illinois 60922




