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TheCMRA is a501c3non-profitorganizationthatpromotestherecyclingof constructionand
demolitioh(C&D) materials.Includedin that purview are asphaltshingles,which hold promise
asone ofthemorerecyclablematerialsin constructionand demolitionactivity. Proofofthat
comesfrom the websitewe developedunderagrantfrom US EPA,wyshjnglerecycling.org.
Indeed,thatagency,aswell asmoststateenvironmentalagencies,and virtually all recycling
professionals,considerustheleadingexpertson recycling C&D materials,especiallyasphalt
shingles.

It is with greatinterestwehavefollowed Illinois EPA’s attemptsto thwartFalconWaste&
Recycling’splansto recycleasphaltshingles.No otherstatein theunion haseverquestionedthat
theprocessingof this manufacturer’swasteis asafe,environmentallyfriendly activity, or that
theactivity shouldfall undertheirregulationsregardingwaste.It is obviously recycling.In fact,
a look atIllinois recyclingstatutesverify this: “any processby which materialsthat would
otherwisebe disposedof ordiscardedarecollected,separatedor processedandreturnedto the
economicmainstreamin theform of materialsor products...”

But it doesn’ttakearecyclingprofessionalto realizewhat Falconproposesto do is recycling,
andonly thefirst steptowardmaking Illinois moreenvironmentallyfriendly. Onesuspectsthere
is moreto theIEPA oppositionthanjust a graspto maintaincontrolof anothermaterial.Also,
any companythat triesto recycleshinglesin this stateknowstheIEPA won’t givethem a permit
for theactivity. Why?Forone thing, thelandfill companycurrentlyacceptingthewastewill be
out probablynearly$1 million annuallyin disposalcostsif theIKO shinglematerialis diverted
to arecyclingactivity, andno landfill companywill let that go easily.Landfill lobbyistscampin
theIEPA Springfieldoffice, andonly someonenaïveor from anotherstatewould think thereis
not pressurebeingbroughtto bearon IEPA in this matter.In addition,whatevergovernmental
entity—state,county,or local—receivingahostfeefrom thedisposalof thatmaterialis going to
fight to stop theflow of thematerialto anotherjurisdiction.

We dealwith virtually all stateenvironmentalagenciesacrossthecountry,in additionto theUS
EPA andinnumerablelocal agencies.Illinois EPA is probablythemostdetrimentalto recycling
and reuseofall thestateenvironmentallyagencies,andsadlyis an embarrassmentto all of us
residentsworking to improvetheenvironment.We hopeIEPA will cometo its senses,quit
graspingat thestrawsoutlinedin its responseto thepetitioner’sbrief,andjoin therestof the
country intosupportingtheenvironmentalbenefitsof shinglerecycling.
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