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To WhomIt MayConcern: \

I amwriting in referenceto theproposedlandfill to besitedin Kankakee
County. Prior to movingto Kankakeemy wife andI residedin Blue Island,
IL. I wasveryactivein the communitysomuchsothat I waselectedto the
local schoolboardandalderman.Duringthatperiodof timemoneyed
interestscameto Robins,IL in an attemptto build anincinerator. The
developerof the incineratorassuredtheresidencethatourhealthwould not
be impactednorwould ourpropertyvaluesdecrease.To makea longstory
shortthe incineratorwaseventuallyshutdownwith thehelp of manyfine
citizensandSenatorPatrickO’Malley. In spiteofthe assurancesof the
developerandthegifts/incentivesgivento theofficials of Robinscommon
senseprevailed.

My wife andI moveto Kankakeeto find ourselvesfacedwith thesame
dilemma. Issuesof public health,propertyvalues,andqualityof life are
secondaryto thosethatareluredby the feestheywill derivefrom thewaste
haulers.Pleasedon’tmisunderstandme. I amnota NIMBY (Not In My
BackYard). But I amalsonotonewho will acceptshort-termgainwith the
potentialfor long-termpain. I couldsupporta landfill thatwould accept
local refuseOnly andnotbelocatedadjacentto or nearthe KankakeeRiver.

You haveheardtheexpressionthat imageis everything. Kankakeehashad
an imageproblem. A landfill will notimprovethe Citiesimagenorattract
thetypeof developersthatcouldgo alongway towardsolvingmanyof
KankakeeCounty’sproblems.
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