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CITY OF BATAVIA
100 North IslandAvenue,Batavia,Illinois 60510
Phone: (630) 879-1424 Fax: (630)879-0710 NOV fl 52004STATE OF ILUNOIS

j~~1 Board

JEFFERYD. SCHIELKE City Administrator
Mayor RANDALLR. RECKLAUS

M. HANNAH VOLK AssistantCityAdministrator

City Clerk JOHN S.NOBLE
City Attorney

Ms. DorothyM. Gunn,Clerk
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100WestRandolphStreet
Suite 11-5000
Chicago,IL 60601

DearMs. Gunn:

Re: DocketNo. R-04-021
Revisionsto RadiumWaterQuality Standards

TheCity of Bataviain KaneCountyoperatesapublic watersupply. Waterfrom deepwells (radiumtainted)and
shallowwells is usedto supplyourcustomerswith drinking water. The combinedradium226 and228 level in our
deepwell watercan be as highas 20+pCi/L (pico-curiesper liter). Batavia’schosentreatmentmethodfor radium
removalfromthedeepwells will beto utilize theHMO (hydrousmanganeseoxide) adsorptionandfiltration
process.This methodrequiresthattheradiumremovedfrom the wateraftertreatmentbedischargedto the sanitary
sewersystem. Sanitarysewerserviceis providedto our drinking waterplantby theBataviaWasteWater
TreatmentPlant. The wastewaterplant dischargestheir effluentto theFox River.

The City of Bataviasupportsthe approvaloftheproposalto implementrevisedwaterquality standardsfor radium
concentrationsin the wastestream,asthe approvalwill allow for continuedoperationof our drinkingwatersupply
system.

TheCity of Bataviais spendingin excessof $15 million to gaincompliancewith the radiumstandardfor drinking
water. Ourwaterratepayershaveseenwaterratesincreasealmost100%to payfor theseimprovements.

I appreciatetheopportunityto providecommentsto the Illinois Pollution ControlBoardon thisimportantissueto
ourcommunity.

Sincerely,

n K. Dillon
Water/SewerSuperintendent
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C: Bill McGrath

Gary Larsen


