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1                         HEARING

2 DATE:          Thursday, March 5, 2026

3 TIME:          11:10 a.m.

4 BEFORE:        Hearing Officer Joan Beacom

5 LOCATION:      State of Illinois

6                555 West Monroe Street, Illinois Room

7                Chicago, IL 60661

8 REPORTED BY:   Haley Goodwin

9 JOB NO.:       7860275
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1                  A P P E A R A N C E S

2 ALSO PRESENT:

3      Barbara Flynn Currie, Board Chair

4      Michelle Gibson, Board Member

5      Jennifer Van Wie, Board Member

6      Michael Mankowski, Board Member (by

7      videoconference)

8      Angela Tin, Board Member (by videoconference)
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1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

2                THE HEARING OFFICER:  The time is

3 11:10 a.m. on March 5, 2026.  My name is Joan Beacom.

4 I'm the hearing officer for this rulemaking.

5                With me is Chair of the Board, Barbara

6 Flynn Currie, Member Michelle Gibson, Member Jennifer

7 Van Wie, and via Springfield, Member Mike Mankowski

8 and Member Angela Tin.

9                This rulemaking is captioned R25-15

10 consolidated with R26-7 and R26-15, National Ambient

11 Air Quality Standards USEPA Amendments from July 1,

12 2024, through December 31, 2025.

13                This hearing is being held to satisfy

14 the public hearing requirements of the Federal Clean

15 Air Act.

16                This is an Identical in Substance

17 rulemaking under Section 7.2 and 10(H) of the Illinois

18 Environmental Protection Act.  Section 10(H) requires

19 the Board to adopt standards that are identical in

20 substance to the National Ambient Air Quality

21 Standards adopted by the USEPA under Section 109 of

22 the Clean Air Act.

23                To briefly recap USEPA's actions

24 between July 1, 2024, through December 31, 2025:
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1                First, on December 17, 2024, USEPA

2 revised the standard for secondary sulfur dioxide to

3 an annual average, averaged over three consecutive

4 years, with a level of 10 parts per billion.  USEPA

5 set the stronger standard due to human health effects

6 associated with long- and short-term exposures to

7 sulfur dioxide in ambient air.

8                Next, on April 7, 2025, USEPA

9 designated two new Federal Equivalent Methods, one for

10 measuring concentrations of PM2.5 and one for

11 measuring concentrations of PM10-2.5 in ambient air.

12                On September 5, 2025, USEPA designated

13 one new equivalent method for measuring sulfur

14 dioxide, one new reference for measuring nitrogen

15 dioxide, and one new equivalent method for measuring

16 PM10-2.5 in ambient air.

17                Finally, on December 15, 2025, USEPA

18 modified its List of Designated Reference and

19 Equivalent methods to include the new methods

20 published on April 7th and September 5, 2025.  The

21 Board proposes to incorporate the December 15, 2025,

22 version of the list and its rules.

23                On January 8, 2026, the Board issued

24 the proposed rule change and a proposal for public
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1 comment.  This began a period of 45 days of public

2 comment, which ends March 15, 2026.  The Board has not

3 received any comments to date.  The Board plans on

4 adopting -- the Board plans on adopting proposed

5 changes at its April 2, 2026, Board meeting with a

6 possible filing and effective date of April 2, 2026,

7 and a possible Illinois Register publication date of

8 April 17, 2026.

9                Notice of the hearing was published in

10 eleven newspapers with various geographical locations,

11 including the Chicago Sun Times, News-Gazette, Moline

12 Dispatch-Argus, Rockford Register Star, Belleville

13 News Democrat, Metropolis Planet, New Tribune, State

14 Journal Register, Peoria Journal Star, Morning

15 Sentinel, and Galena Gazette.  All notices published

16 before January 18th of 2026.

17                Does anyone here in Chicago or

18 Springfield have a comment on the proposed change?

19                Hearing none, we will adjourn this

20 hearing at 11:14 a.m.

21                (Whereupon, at 11:14 a.m., the

22                proceeding was concluded.)

23

24
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1                       CERTIFICATE

2           I, HALEY GOODWIN, the officer before whom

3 the foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby

4 certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing

5 proceedings, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;

6 that the proceedings were recorded by me and

7 thereafter reduced to typewriting by a qualified

8 transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of

9 said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the

10 best of my knowledge, skills, and ability; that I am

11 neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any

12 of the parties to the action in which this was taken;

13 and, further, that I am not a relative or employee of

14 any counsel or attorney employed by the parties

15 hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

16 outcome of this action.

                   <%29674,Signature%>

17

18                                           HALEY GOODWIN

19                            Notary Public in and for the

20                                       State of Illinois

21
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1               CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

2           I, MARY LORENTZ, do hereby certify that this

3 transcript was prepared from the digital audio

4 recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said

5 transcript is a true and accurate record of the

6 proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and

7 ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,

8 nor employed by any of the parties to the action in

9 which this was taken; and, further, that I am not a

10 relative or employee of any counsel or attorney

11 employed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

12 otherwise interested in the outcome of this action.

13

14                              <%33392,Signature%>

15                                            MARY LORENTZ
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Illinois Code of Civil Procedure 

Article II, Part E 

Rule 207, Signing and Filing Depositions 

 

 

Signing and Filing Depositions 

 

(a) Submission to Deponent; Changes; Signing. 

 

Unless signature is waived by the deponent, the 

officer shall instruct the deponent that if the 

testimony is transcribed the deponent will be 

afforded an opportunity to examine the deposition 

at the office of the officer or reporter, or 

elsewhere, by reasonable arrangement at the 
 

deponent's expense, and that corrections based on 

errors in reporting or transcription which the 

deponent desires to make will be entered upon the 

deposition with a statement by the deponent that 

the reporter erred in reporting or transcribing the 

answer or answers involved. The deponent may not 

otherwise change either the form or substance of 

 

his or her answers. The deponent shall provide the 

officer with an electronic or physical address to 

which notice is to be sent when the transcript is 

available for examination and signing. When the 

deposition is fully transcribed, the officer shall 
 

deliver to the deponent, at the address supplied, 
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notice that it is available and may be examined at 

a stated place at stated times, or pursuant to 

arrangement. After the deponent has examined the 

deposition, the officer shall enter upon it any 

changes the deponent desires to make, with the 

reasons the deponent gives for making them. If 
 

the deponent does not appear at the place specified 

in the notice within 28 days after the mailing of 

the notice, or within the same 28 days make other 

arrangements for examination of the deposition, or 

after examining the deposition refuses to sign it, 

or after it has been made available to the deponent 

by arrangement it remains unsigned for 28 days, the 

officer's certificate shall state the reason for 

the omission of the signature, including any reason 

given by the deponent for a refusal to sign. The 

deposition may then be used as fully as though 
 

signed, unless on a motion to suppress under Rule 

211(d) the court holds that the reasons given by 

the deponent for a refusal to sign require 

rejection of the deposition in whole or in part. 

 

 

(b) Certification, Filing, and Notice of Filing. 

(1)If the testimony is transcribed, the officer 
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shall certify within the deposition transcript that 

the deponent was duly sworn by the officer and that 

the deposition is a true record of the testimony 

given by the deponent. A deposition so certified 

requires no further proof of authenticity 

(2) Deposition transcripts shall not be filed with 

the clerk of the court as a matter of course. The 

party filing a deposition shall promptly serve 

notice thereof on the other parties and shall 

file the transcript and any exhibits in the 

form and manner specified by local rule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES 

ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. 

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1, 

 

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES 

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION. 
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS 

 

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

 

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the  

 

foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete  

 

transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers  

 

as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal  

 

Solutions further represents that the attached  

 

exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete  

 

documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or  

 

attorneys in relation to this deposition and that  

 

the documents were processed in accordance with 

 

our litigation support and production standards. 

 

 

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining  

 

the confidentiality of client and witness information,  

 

in accordance with the regulations promulgated under  

 

the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability  

 

Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected  

 

health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as  

 

amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable  

 

Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits  

 

are managed under strict facility and personnel access  

 

controls. Electronic files of documents are stored 

 

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted  
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to  

 

access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4  

 

SSAE 16 certified facility. 

 

 

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and  

 

State regulations with respect to the provision of  

 

court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality  

 

and independence regardless of relationship or the  

 

financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires  

 

adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical  

 

standards from all of its subcontractors in their  

 

independent contractor agreements. 

 

 

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'  

 

confidentiality and security policies and practices  

 

should be directed to Veritext's Client Services  

 

Associates indicated on the cover of this document or  

 

at www.veritext.com. 
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