
 

 UNION PACIFIC CORPORATION 
350 East Sibley Boulevard 
Dolton, IL 60419 

March 31, 2025 

 

Mr. Darin E. LeCrone, P.E. 
Manager, Permit Section 
Division of Water Pollution Control  
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
1021 North Grand Avenue East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 
62794-9276 
 

Account No: 53260-11290 
Facility: Union Pacific Railroad Dupo (W1630350004) 
NPDES Permit No: IL0045284 
Denial of Request to Terminate Appeal 

 

Dear Mr. LeCrone: 

The Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) has received the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency’s (IEPA) 
response on February 26, 2025 to deny the request made by the UPRR on July 12, 2024 to terminate 
UPRR’s Illinois NPDES Permit No: IL0045284, which authorizes stormwater discharges via Outfalls 001 
and 002 to Palmer Creek via a retention basin at the Dupo Terminal, located at 3201 Plank Road, Dupo 
Illinois in St. Clair County.  

In accordance with Part 105 of Title 35 of the Illinois Administrative Code, UPRR is respectfully appealing 
this denial determination with the IEPA. This appeal is being requested on the basis of IEPA’s 
determination that the discharge of stormwater from Outfalls 001 and 002 will result in a reasonable 
potential to exceed the water quality standards for cyanide. During a conference call on February 2, 2024 
with UPRR, Arcadis U.S., Inc., and the IEPA, the IEPA requested three years of discharge monitoring 
data for cyanide, weak acid dissociable. The UPRR Request for Termination Letter (July 12, 2024) 
included analytical results for cyanide, weak acid dissociable that documented five years (2019 to 2023) 
of data below the NPDES Permit effluent limitation. In addition, UPRR is providing with this appeal 
request analytical results for cyanide, weak acid dissociable for an additional year (2024), which are also 
below the NPDES Permit effluent limitation (see Table 1 attached). This appeal is being requested within 
the 35 day period following the date on the denial letter (February 26, 2025). A copy of UPRR’s request to 
terminate the NPDES permit (dated July 12, 2024) is attached for reference.   

Please contact me via phone at (708) 201-2243 or via email at rcoupet@up.com regarding any questions 
or if anything additional is required to process this appeals request. Thank you for facilitating this request. 
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Sincerely,  

 

 

Ron Coupet  

Manager Environmental Field Operations 

Union Pacific Railroad 

Direct: (224) 500-9824 

 

 

 

Copies: 

Don Brown, Clerk of the Illinois Pollution Control Board (Don.Brown@Illinois.Gov) 

Francisco J. Herrera, IEPA 

Matthew Graham, UPRR 

Jennifer Clark, UPRR 

Todd O’Brien, Arcadis 

Ali Wright, Arcadis 

L. Kelley, Arcadis 

 

 

Enclosures: 

1. Table 1: Discharge Monitoring Results for Cyanide, Weak Acid Dissociable from 2019 
through 2024 

2. UPRR Request for Termination Letter, July 12, 2024 

 

mailto:Don.Brown@Illinois.Gov
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Concentration Limit per NPDES 
Permit # IL0045284

0.022

2019

6/30/2019 < 0.0100 < 0.0100 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/31/2019 < 0.0100 < 0.0100 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

2020

6/30/2020 < 0.0100 0.466 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/31/2020 < 0.0100 < 0.0100 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

2021

2/8/2021 < 0.0100 0.0123 -- Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

6/28/2021 0.0055 0.027 -- Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/31/2021 -- -- -- Not Sampled - No Discharge (letter submitted to IEPA)

2022

1/12/2022 0.0079 0.014 -- Collected due to no December 2021 discharge

6/29/2022 0.0081 0.005 -- Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/16/2022 0.011 0.026 -- Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

2023

6/29/2023 0.0039 J ND -- Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/21/2023 ND ND -- Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

2024

6/7/2024 0.0079 0.0065 -- Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/21/2024 0.00712 0.00989 -- Semi-Annual Permit Requirement
Notes:

1. Daily Maximum concentration as indicated in NPDES Permit # IL0045284 (2004; 2021)

associated method blank
J = Estimated concentration above the adjusted method detection limit and below the adjusted reporting limit

ND = Not Detected at or above adjusted reporting limit

Table 1: Discharge Monitoring Results for Cyanide, Weak Acid Dissociable from 2019 through 2023

NotesCyanide, Weak Acid, 

Dissociable (mg/L)
1

Cyanid, Total (as 

CN) (mg/L)

Cyanide, 

Amenable

Effluent
Discharge Monitoring Report 

Date
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Concentration Limit per NPDES 

Permit # IL0045284
0.022

2019

6/30/2019 < 0.0100 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/31/2019 < 0.0100 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

2020

6/30/2020 < 0.0100 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/31/2020 < 0.0100 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

2021

2/8/2021 < 0.0100 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

6/28/2021 0.0055 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/31/2021 -- Not Sampled - No Discharge (letter submitted to IEPA)

2022

1/12/2022 0.0079 Collected due to no December 2021 discharge

6/29/2022 0.0081 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/16/2022 0.011 Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

2023

6/29/2023 0.0039 J Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

12/21/2023 ND Semi-Annual Permit Requirement

Notes:

1. Daily Maximum concentration as indicated in NPDES Permit # IL0045284 (2004; 2021)
associated method blank

J = Estimated concentration above the adjusted method detection limit and below the adjusted reporting limit

ND = Not Detected at or above adjusted reporting limit

Discharge Monitoring Report 

Date

Table 1: Discharge Monitoring Results for Cyanide, Weak Acid Dissociable from 2019 through 2023

NotesCyanide, Weak Acid, 

Dissociable (mg/L)1

Effluent
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