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Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
BureauofWater
Division ofWaterPollution Control
ComplianceAssuranceSection
P.O.Box 19276
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

Re: City ofPolo, Illinois
WastewaterTreatment Plant
NPDESProvisionalVarianceRequest

Gentlemen:

OnbehalfoftheCity ofPolo,we arerequestingaprovisionalvariancefortheirNPDBSpermitlimits
at the wastewatertreatment plant per the application requirements stated in TITLE 35:
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency;Part180: ProceduresandCriteriafor ReviewingApplicationsfor
ProvisionalVariances;SubpartB: Applicationsfor ProvisionalVariances;Section180.202b). We
haveaddressedbelowthe 13 itemsin Section180.202b) on an item by item basis.

1, The provisional variancerequestedis to waive the CBOD5~SuspendedSolids and Ammonia
Nitrogendischargelimit andallow theCity to dischargesettledsewageto theBuffalo Creekfor a
period of 45 days, The provisional varianceis neededto allow the City to replacethe center
column of the rotary distributor mechanismin their secondarytrickling filter process. W~
requesta startdatefor the45-dayprovisionalvarianceofOctober14. 2003 and an enddatefor
the provisionalvarianceofNovember27. 2003.

2. The provisionalvarianceis neededto allow the City to replacethe centercolumnof therotary
distributor mechanismin their secondarytrickling filter process.The centercolumn allows the
four (4) distributorarmsto rotateanddischargethe wnstewaterfrom theprimaryclarifier evenly
over thetrickling filter media. Currentlytheoperatorhasto manuallyrotatethedistributor arms
periodicallyduringthe dayto get asomewhatevendistributionoverthetrickling filter media,

TheCity ofPolo is a small rural communitywith a populationof2,477 locatedapproximately13
milesnorthwestofDixon, Illinois in southwestOgle County.

3. The City of Polo wastewatertreatmentplant processesapproximately0.313 mgd of domestic
sewagea day for treatmentand dischargeto the Buffalo Creek. The City of Polo operatesa
tertiary treatmentplant, which includesfine screening,primary settling, a secondarytrickling
filter, final settling, a tertiary aeratedlagoon,awet weatherflow lagoon, anaerobicdigestions
andsludgedrying beds.
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would have to constructadditional treatmentfacilities or haul their wastewaterto another
treatmentplant with reservecapacityto handlethe City’s wastewaterloadings, Theseother
alternativesarcneitherpracticalnoreconomicallyfeasible,

10, The provisional variancerequestedis to waive the CBOD5, suspendedsolids and ammonia
nitrogen dischargelimit requirementsof the City’s NPDES permit and allow the City to
dischargesettledsewageto theBuffalo Creekfor aperiodof45 days.

ProvisionalVarianceL.iTnits

NPDESLimit VarianceLimit

AverageDaily AverageDaily Max. Daily
CBOD5 10mg/i 50mg/I 75mg/I
SuspendedSolids 12 mg/i 50 mg/I 75 mg/i
AmmoniaNitrogen 1.4 mg/I (Apr - Oct) 6,4mg/i 8.5.mg/i

2.2 mg/i (Nov - Mar) 6,4mg/I 8.5 mg/I

11. The Cityhasnotappliedfor a provisionalvariancewithin the lastyear.

12. The City operatesthe wastewatertreatmentplant in accordancewith the requirementsof its
NPDESPermit No. 1L003 0449 which expires on October31, 2004.

13. The.Water Pollution Control Boarddoesnot haveany complianceorders in effect againstthe
City of Polo.

Pleasefeel free to call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

WILLETr, IiOFMANN & ASSOCIATES,INC.

BY__
Matt Hansen,P,E.

MH:rv
cc; JeffVan Oosten,Mayor

SusieCorbitt, Clerk
RichardJack$,Alderman
Mike Gauthier,WWTPOperator
File
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We revised the letter to include the start and end date of the provisional variance and the average
daily and maximum daily limits.

Call if you have any questions.
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