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837 North 12thStreet
Rochelle,IL 61068

DorothyM. Gunn
Clerk, Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
Suite11-500
100 WestRandolphStreet
Chicago,IL 60601

Re: case#PCBO3-218
Casename:RochelleWasteDisposalLLC vs.City Councilofthecity ofRochelle,IL

DearMs. Gunn,

I amnot writing to vilify theownersandoperatorsofRochelleWasteDisposalasthey
haveprovidedgoodserviceto this city andme overthe years.Like anyprogressivebusiness,
RochelleWasteDisposalseeksto expandits operationandtherebygeneratelargerprofits.
Theseprofits would undoubtedlybenefitourcity withhighertax revenues.However,this
expectedrevenueis like a siren’scall - hardto ignoreandvery tempting. I commendourcurrent
city council for listeningto its constituentsandvoting to rejectthepetition. My concernswith
thelandfill expansionareasfollows...

Muchhasbeensaidaboutthesafetyoftheproposedexpansion.However,no amountof
planningwill changethefact thatthiswill createanenormousamountoftraffic on andaround
Hwy. 38. My husbandtravelsthis routedaily onhis wayto KishwaukeeCollege. Evenminor
accidentscausemajorsnarlsin thetraffic patternson 38, andthe increasednumberoflarge
trucks addedto this mix will onlycauseamorehazardousdrive. In two yearsouroldestchild
will beattendingKishwaukeeCollege,andthat will be placeonemoreMcKinley in harm’sway
by this increasein traffic, shouldtheexpansionbe allowedto go forward.

I spokerecentlyto afriend ofmine who is aresearcherfor theU.S.GeologicalService.
Afler explainingthe issuewe’re facingwith this landfill expansion,sheexpressedserious
concernsaboutthegroundwatersafetyproblems.As shepointedout to me,aquifersin the
SouthwesternUnitedStateshaveadifferent setofchallengesthando thosein this area.
Groundwaterin this areais impactedvery quickly becauseofthelargeramountsofrainand
meltingsnowfall. Hergreatestfearwasthat theclay liner, which is avirtually impermeable
substance,would quickly fill, leadingto seepageandcontaminationofthegroundwaterandwell
systems. Shealsopointedout that weareon anactivefault line. Therewasfaultmovementas
recentlyas4 yearsago ascloseasDixon,Illinois.

And fmally, this summerI visited achildhoodfriend ofmine. Herhusband,a formerBFI
executive,andsheowna landfill consultingcompany.I explainedto herthedebatewe’ve been
havingherein Rochelleandaskedfor her thoughtson the subject. Shespokepassionatelyabout
thesafeguardstheselargelandfills haveandattemptedto pokeholesin my “not in my



backyard”attitude. She livesin atown nearHouston,Texas- atown aboutthesizeofRochelle.
I askedher if shewould feelcomfortableabouthavingHarrisCounty’sgarbagebroughtto her
town, creatinga massivelandfill. Shethoughtfor amomentandanswered,“No.” Whenasked
why, shesaid,“Becauseyou canneverbe totally sure.”

We needto besureaboutourroadsafety,ourwatersafety,andthesafetyofourland.
Pleasedenythispetition.

Respectfullyyours,

NicoleMcKinley


