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DorothyM. Gunn,Clerk Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenterSuite 111-500 ~ (
100 WestRandolphStreet
Chicago,IL 60601

RegardingCase#PCB03-188AND PCB03-218

DearDorothy,

Theapplicationto expandthe RochelleLandfill hasbeenthebiggestbrouhahathatthis
smallcommunityhasever seen. Thereasonsfor it areasnumerousasthe lies that weretold
abouttheoperationsand theoperatorofthe landfill.

Thosewho soughtto stopthe landfill expansionwerean organizedgroupandmanyof its
membersandfollowers displayedbehaviorthatwasoutright malicious.

Theyusedany tactictheydeemednecessaryto incite themassesto join their cause.They
ran a campaignthat includedrecruitingcandidatesfor office andspreadinglies throughlettersto
theeditorandcoffeeshopgossip.Anyonewho daredto questionany oftheir actionsor
statementswasverbally attackedaroundtown andin lettersto theeditor. Somepeoplein the
communitysentlettersto the council memberstelling themthat if theyvotedfor the landfill
expansionthattheywould neverbeelectedto any office everagain.

Their tacticsincludeda hugerumor campaignthat includedthefollowing lies:
I. Cancerratesaresoaringin thecommunitydueto the landfill.
2. RochelleCity Council membersarebeing paidunderthetableto votethis through.
3. The garbagetruck driversarerecklessandhaveandwill causeaccidents.
4. Thechildrenfrom Crestonaresufferingfrom asthmain greatnumbersdueto the landfill.
5. The landfill operatoris allowing illegal dumpingoftoxic wasteafterhours.
6. Thelandfill will polluteourwatersupply.
7. Garbageis allowedto blow all over the area.
Lie #6 is theirfavorite lie. Theyclaim to be very concernedaboutthewatersupply, yettheyhave
nevervoicedany concernabouttwo properties(one ownedby NICORand theotherownedby
BP Amoco) locatedinsidethecity limits ofRochellethat arebeingmonitoredfor actualground
contamination.

Theanti landfill peoplehavebeensosuccessfulin their campaignto incite themassesthat
thosewho arein favorof a landfill expansionareafraidto speakout. Therehaveonly been4
peoplein this communitywhowrote lettersto theeditorspeakingup for the landfill expansion.I
amoneof themandI havereceivedmanyphonecallsandmanypeoplehavestoppedmeon the
streetto saythat theyarehappyI havespokenup but theyaretoo afraidto join me in my efforts.
I amconstantlybeinggiven dirty looks from the anti landfill peopleandI havehadto dealwith
outrageousrumorsbeingmadeup aboutmeandmy family. The rumorsare meantto discreditme
andmy family.



TheRochellecity council (of early2003)disregardedthe rulesandlawsthat wereto be followed
during the landfill hearings.But I canunderstandwhy thelastcouncil disregardedthem, theymust
havebeenafraidto do the right thing andhaveto dealwith thewrathoftheanti landfill crowd.

TheCCOCbecameinvolved in the2001 Rochellecity elections. Theyweresuccessfulin
electingtheir handpickedcandidatesMr. Ed Kissick andMr. Wendell“Pal” Colwill. These
candidateswerenevergoing to give the landfill expansionhearingsafair trial. Theywould not
havebeensupportedby the CCOCif theywerenot swornto voteNO to the expansion.Both Mr.
Kissick andMr. Colwill havewritten lettersto theeditorshowingtheirbias. I haveincluded
copiesof their letterswith this letter.

In 2001 Mr. Bubik wasappointedto thecouncilto fill thevacancyofMr. Conour.During
the2000 landfill expansionhearingsMr. Bubik displayedananti landfill yard sign in his yard. He
too hadshownan anti landfill biasbeforethe2003 hearings.

I believethat MayorBob Ginerichwastheonly council memberin 2003 thatlistenedwith
anunbiasedandopenmindto the landfill hearings.Mr. Hannis a goodmanbuthe doesnot like
to renderdecisionsthat maymakehim unpopularandthereforewill usuallytaketheeasyway out.

It is my opinionthat the landfill expansionshould beheardin thecourtswhereit canbe
decidedby someonewho will not be intimidatedby a hostilecrowd. I do not believethat the
currentRochellecity councilhasthedesirenorthewill to renderadecisionthat is basedon the
facts ormerits ofthe landfill expansionapplication.

Thankyou for yourtime.

Sii

Q
DeanaA. Bingham
400 CherryAve.
Rochelle,IL 61068
Phone815-562-6150



Landfill operators should.put their
moneywhere their mouths are

Dear Editor;
Firstof all, I wouldlike to commendmy friend, theownerof Rochelle

Disposal,andall of his employeesthatdosuchaterrific.job of taking.care
of ourgarbage.However,.!can’t for thelife of me,sit back,.~‘ith thehair
on thebackof my neckstandingon end,andnot say anythingabout.this
mega-dump. . .

Theonly positive thatcouldevercomefrom this landfill expansionis
money.If wedon’treally carehow weselloursouls,whydon’t we legalize
drugs,prostitutionandgamblingin RochelIc. We currentlytry to guideour
childrenby telling themto stayaway from drugsbecausetheyarebadfor
themandwill ruin theirfuture.

Well then,would it beright to tell themthis dump is okayeventhOugh
it will similarly ruin thefutureof ourown children.Is themoney.that.will
be generatedfrom this really worth it? How many lives will be lost or
accidentswill happenattheintersectionof Mulford Rd.andRt. 38?What
is human life worth, not to mention..the potential ground and water
contamination?If Rochelleis this hardup to generatemoney,maybeyou
shouldcallupallthenuclearplantsandtellthemwearewillingtodig ahole
in themiddleof Rochelle.Thenwe canbury thenuclearwasteandgenerate
tons of money,alongwith tonsof radiation,all becauseof theall mighty
dollar. The neatthing is that we won’t haveto worry aboutour kids or
grandkidsgrowing up with deformitiesbecausewe sold our futureand
soulsfor the money!

We talk abouttrying to attractnew businessto Rochelle.Ipersonally
don’t think having the third or fourth largestmega-dumpin Illinois. will
helpattractanymajor, goodpaying,industriesto Rochelle.Oneweekwe
aretalking aboutabig intermodal,thenextwe aretalking.aboutamega-
dump.Perhapsthe personhired to attractbusinessto Rochelleshould be
paidin thesamefashionasarealestatesalespersonorcarsalesman.If you
don’tattractorperform,you makeverylittle, butifyou workveryhardand
attract a largeamount, then you makea lot of money.Isn’t that how
businessis supposedto work?I haveaverydifficult time believingthatthis
landfill is the bestthing thatwe couldcomeup with. If it is thebestthing
that could beput on the table,maybewe shouldbring a new groupof

‘participantsto thetable.
If this landfill is as safeas the promoterssayit is, then maybethey

wouldn’t haveaproblemputtingsomemoney(profit) in anescrowto buy
all thesurroundinglandif therejust happensto beanyleakage.It alsomay
not be a badidea for them to havea billion-dollar insurancepolicy to
guaranteeno leakagefor the next 100years.Don’t ourkids deservethat
kind ofreassurance?If thisdumpis thatsafe,thenthesetermsshouldn’tbe
anykind of problem.If anyoneelsewho readsthis letteris asupsetabout
thismega-dumpbeingshoveddowntheirthroatsasI am,thenpleasetake
thetime to go out to yourgarbage,find anold pieceof wood,andmakea
sign for your front yardthatsays,“NO TO THE MEGA-DUMP!” If not
this, pleasetakethetimeto write to yourmayor,councilmembersoreditor
of this paper.

Proudto be from Rochefleat this time,
Ed Kissick,
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Councilman wantsRWD’to endissue’~:‘:~1~ ~ ~ : ~\“7~.~ . :~~•~.

Dear Editor, ‘7~ ~‘ t I

~Iwould like to direct my commentsin this letter to the folks at RochelleWaste
Di~posal.,LLC.~.. .: ~.. .~ , . . .. . .. . .

For.the last three.yearsthe peopleof Rochelleand the surrounding cOmmunities
hive beenuptn arms over the proposedlandfill expansion I havelived in Rochelle
alimy life and I don~tbelieveI haveever seenthe peoplesostitred tip over an issue.

LastThurs4ay night the 1~ochelle,City.Counci1,reject~dyour application. This is~~
the secondtimethe application hasbeenrejectedelwould begof you, I would’plead
with you, not topursuelthis application any further. Let this issue end now. One ~
w9uld haveLobe totally deafand tot~Ilyblind to not hear and se~that the peopleof
R~chelleand’ the Community’ at larg~do not want this,.1andfi1~expansion in their.
ba~kyard ‘ ,s

Pleasedo not take theattitude that you aregoing to.”jan~.the expansiofldown our
th~oatwhether welike it or not” Let it end flow

‘Do what is right Do what is morally right, and put an end to4 this issuenow, so
th~tthe peopleof Rochellecan live at peaceagain 4 ‘

1 4 1 %Vendeil Coiwill
1 CouncIlman, City of kochelle


