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Disscenting Opinion (bv Mr, Dumclle)d

The Board on March 3, 1970 gramed Olin Corporation a one=-year
variance to usc its 1,157 sultur coul during  episodes as if it met the
1. 0% sulfur coual regulations.  In my opinion, this o idon does not place
the importance upon episouc control that should be given by this Board,

Aldr pollution episodes are disaster conditions and have cuused illness
and death to peopie. The Thankseiving 1966 episode in New York was
probubiy responsibie for 24 deaths ecach day for scven davs. The great
London disastor ol 1952 kiiled between 3, 500 and 4, 000 persons (Virginia
Brodine, Pnvironment, Jon. -Feb,., 1871, p. 18, 20). Raw dsta, upon which

this Hourd has vroed an mstitote investigation, indicates that some 125
excess deaths moy have occurred in the Chicago Nov. 6-12, 1969 episode,

The oard's opinion by Mr, Currie, argues that Olin has a firm
gas coniract and thus cannot buvn the low sulfur coal in the ordinary
coursce of husiness.  Guasg contracts usually bind the gus company to supply
the sas bar generally set only minimum and maximum quantities to be
vsed,  Certainly Olin could either (1) burn up its coal in some programmed
Fashicn or (2 purchase additional lower sulfur coal and blend it with the
L1970 conl o sohieve an average of 1, 0% sulfur,

Fhe majority Board opinion argues that the 1Y) suliur coal is needed

cn v oin the Tunlikeis ovent” of 2 gas outage. This argument is really
i reuesent against the very regulation which this Board in its wisdom
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just enacted on November 24, 1978, If the Board's new regulation requiring
a four day supply of low sulfur coal is not needed in cases where the gas
supply has a proven record of great reliability then the regulation ought

to be amended through established procedures.,

The Environmental Protection Agency, in opposing this variance
stated,

"The fact remains, however, that the Board's
regulations expressly require coal having less
than 1% sulfur content. Those regulations are
very recently adopted. Furthermore, they were
adopted after numerous public hearings and the
receipt of a great deal of evidence. Accordingly,
the Board's decision to require less than %
sulfur coal must be accepted as being current
and well-founded., Finally, to allow this petition
would be encouraging others who have greater
than 1% sulfur cocal on hand to petition for a
variance. The line must be drawn somewhere,
and the Board has recently drawn it, "
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Jacob D. Dumelle
Member
I1linois Pollution Control Board

I, Regina E. Ryan, Clerk of the Illinois Pollution Control, certify that
Mr. Jacob D, Dumelle submitted the Dissenting Opinion this {{# /. day
of March, 19871.

R egir;ia }é ; Ryan
Clerk
linois Pollution Control Bourd

1296



