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MAR 6 2002
Illinois PollutionControlBoard
Attention: DorothyGunn,Clerk STATE OF1WNOIS
JamesR. ThompsonCenter Pollution Control Board
100WestRandolphStreet,Suite11-500 ,47
Chicago,Illinois 60601

Re: DocketR02-11

DearSirs:

The City of Rochelle supportsMr. Al Keller’s testimony to recognizeCarbonaceous
BiochemicalOxygenDemand(CBOD) for effluent limits of NPDES permits issuedin
theStateofIllinois.

The article, “Chemical method for nitrification control”, Journalof Water Pollution
Control, Volume 45, Number4, April 1973, statesthat nitrification control should be
adoptedasa routinepracticein the measurementofthe BOO for all wastewaters.The
work for this article was supportedby an EPA grant. Dependingupon the source
material,the five-day time period for the BOD test waschoseneither becauseit was
developedin England,and it takes at most five days to reachthe sea, or because
nitrificationdoesnot occuruntil five daysafterthe startof theBOO test. POTW’sthat
arerequiredto nitrify do haveadequatenumbersfor nitrifying organismsresultingin the
measurementof thenitrogenousandcarbonaceousdemandin the five-dayBOD testfor
effluentwaters.

TheCity of Rochellehashad aneffluent ammonialimit since 1983,and wasgranteda
permitmodificationinMarch 1987 thatchangedtheBOD dischargelimit of 10 mg/L to a
CBOD limit of lomg/L, monthly average. The revisionwasgrantedaftersubmittalof
one-year’sdatashowingcomparisonof BOD andCBODvaluesofthedischarge.

Sincerely,

KathyCooper
SuperintendentWater/WaterReclamation

cc: KenAlberts,DirectorofUtilities
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