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CERTIfiED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPTREQUESTED

StateofIllinois
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONAGENCY

MaryA. Gade,Director 2200Churchill Road,Springfield,IL 62794-9

December12, 1997 .

Mr. JimMezo,
Individually andd/b/aJamesMezoOil Co.
P.O.Box 220
Benton,11 62812
P344290800

Re: VIOLATION NOTICE E-1997-01058
Incident #971159
Attributable to JamesMezoOil Co.
DateIncident Discovered:June30, 1997
WamacfMarion CountyIlllinois

DearMr. Mezo:

This constitutesaViolation Noticepursuantto Section31 (a)(1)of theIllinois Environmental
ProtectionAct (“Act”), 415 ILCS 5/31(a)(1),andis baseduponreviewofavailableinformation
andinvestigationby representativesoftheIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(“Illinois
EPA”).

TheIllinois EPA herebyprovidesnoticeofviolations,ofenvironmentalstatutes,regulationsor
permitsassetforth in AttachmentI to this letter. Attachment1 includesanexplanationofthe
activitiesthatIllinois EPAbelievesmayresolvethespecifiedviolations,includinganestimateof
areasonabletimeperiodfor completionofthe necessaryactivities. However,dueto thenature
andseriousnessoftheviolations citedin Attachment1, pleasebeadvisedthatresolutionofthe
violationsmayrequiretheinvolvementofaprosecutorialauthorityfor purposesthatmay
include,amongothers,the impositionofstatutorypenalties.

A writtenresponseto this ViolationNotice,whichmayincludearequestfor ameetingwith
representativesoftheIllinois EPA,mustbesubmittedvia certifiedmall to theIllinois EPA
within 45 daysofreceiptofthis letter. Theresponsemustaddresseachviolationspecifiedin
Attachment1 andincludefor eachanexplanationofthe activitiesthatwill be Implementedand
thetime schedulefor thecompletionof thatactivity. Thewrittenresponsewill constitutea
proposedComplianceCommitmentAgreement(“CCA”) pursuantto Section31 oftheAct. The
Illinois EPAwill reviewthe~proposedCCA andwill acceptor rejectit within 30 daysofreceipt.

timely written responseto this.Violation Noticeis notprovided,it shallbeconsideredaTc
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• waiver ofthe opportunityto respondandto meet,andthe Illinois EPA mayproceedwith a
referral to a prosecutorial authority.

• The Illinois EPA encouragesthe use‘of pollution preventionmethodsto help achievecompliarice.
with environmental requirements. By switching to nonhazardous~a*materials,improving
housekeepingpracticesor changingproduction processesto generatelessj,ollution or waste,you
may be able to savemoney, increaseefficiency andpossiblyreduce regulatory requirements.

Written communicationsshouldbe directed to the Office of Chemical Safety/Emergency
~ResponseUnit, at 1021.North Grand AvenueEast,Springfield, Illinois 62702. All
communicationsmust include referenceto thisViolation Notice E-1997-01058.

Procedural questionsregarding this matter should be directed to ChrisPressnall,Office of
ChemicalSafety,ComplianceSpecialistat (217) 557-1913.

Office ofChemicalSafety

attachment
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ReleaseIncident: 971159
Attributable to JamesMezo Oil Co.
Date Incident Discovered: June30, 1997
Wamac/Marion Countyflllinois -. ‘ .. .

ATTACHMENT 1 ~‘ -

I. ‘ Description of Violations

On orbeforeJune30, 1997,JamesMezo Oil. Co. (“Mezo”) causedorallowedapproximately50
barrelsofcrudeoil to be releasedfrom deterioratedabovegroundstoragetankslocatedat its
facility onRoistonStreetin Wamac,Marion County,Illinois. Thecrudeoil from incident
971159breachedtheinadequatecontainmentbermsurroundingthetankbattery,traveledoffsite,
andenteredFultonCreekandSewerCreek,which eventuallyemptyinto theKaskaskiaRiver.
Soil‘and groundwateron andoffthepropertywerealsoimpacted.The Illinois Environmental
ProtectionAgency(“Illinois EPA”) hasneverreceivedinformationfr~imMezo indicatingthata
thoroughinvestigationasto the causeorcausesofthereleasewasconducted.OnJuly28, 1997,
overamonthafterincident971159wasreportedaninspectorfrom Illinois EPAvisitedthesite

and still observedoil leakingfrom atankvalve. A Mezoemployeetried to tightenthevalve,but
theleakdid not stopandin factthetypevalvewasnot intendedfor useon that particulartank.

Accordingto informationandbeliefoftheIllinois EPA, residualcontaminationofsoil and

groundwaterremainsin areaimpactedby therelease,andconstitutesa continuingsourceof
releasesorthreatsofreleaseofcontaminantsto watersofthestate(includinggroundwater).
Releasesor thethreatofreleasesof contaminantsto surfacewaterand/orgroundwaterconstitute
violations ofSection12(a)and(d) ofth~Act, whichprohibitscausingorallowingthereleaseof
contaminantsto watersoftheState. Releases’which impactedsoil andlandsurfacemay
constituteopendumpingunderSection21(a).oftheAct.

II. Textof Sections12(a) and(d) and21(a) of theIllinois EnvironmentalProtection

Section12

Nopersonshall:
a. Causeorthreatenorallowthedischargeofany contaminantsinto theenvironmentin any

Statesoasto causeortendto causewaterpollution in Illinois, eitheraloneor in
combinationwith matterfrom othersourcesorsoasto violateregulationsor standards
adoptedby thePollutiOnControlBoardunderthisact.

d. Depositanycontaminantsuponthe landin suchplaceandmannersoasto createawater
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pollutionhazard.

Section21(a)
No personshall:
a. Causeorallowthe opendumpingof anywaste. ,

ifi. Narrative Description ofActivities Recommendedby Illinois EPA for Resolution of
Violations ,

The Illinois EPA’s Office ofChemicalSafetyrecommendsthat Mezo include all activities
describedbelowas partofa proposedComplianceCommitmentAgreementrelative to the
releasecited herein.’ The Office of Chemical Safetybelievesthat activities 1 and2 described
below(conductofan investigationinto causeof therelease;conductofa focusedsite
investigation) canreasonablybecompletedby Mezowith appropriatereportssubmittedto the
Illinois EPAwithin 45 days ofyour receiptof thisViolation Notice. The Illinois EPA requests
thatMezoprovideanestimatedschedulefor completionof eachactivity recommendedbelow.
The Illinois EPArecognizesthat theschedulefor activities 3 through5 will be dependenton the
resultsofactivities 1 and2, andthatadjustmentsto thetime scheduleproposedfor activities3
through5 maybeappropriateat a laterdate.

1. Conductathoroughinvestigationby knowledgeablepersonnelinto thecauseorcausesof
thereleaseandhow suchreleasescanbepreventedorprecludedin thefuture. This
investigationmaybeconductedin accordancewith theenclosed“Compliance

• DocumentationGuideI - Criteriafor Investigationof CausalFactorsandDevelopmentof
PreventiveResponses(“GuideI”),” which is providedfor yourconvenience.Illinois EPA
recommendsthat acomprehensivereportofthatinvestigationandrecommended
correctiveactionsbe submitted.totheOffice ofChemicalSafetyoftheIllinois EPA

• within 45 daysofyourreceiptof thisViolation Notice.

2. Conductafocusedsite investigationattheemergencyincidentsitewith respectto the
materialreleasedandany othermaterialorconditionsthat affectthemobility and
enhancethetoxicity ofthematerialreleased.Thesite investigationmayaddressthe
criteriacitedin theenclosed“ComplianceDocumentationGuideB-Criteriafor focused
Site InvestigationandRemedialActionPlanatEmergencyIncidentSites(“Guide B”)”,
which is providedfor yourconvenience.Illinois EPA,recommendsthat aninvestigation
reportbeprepa±edfor the sitein accordancewith GuideB andbesubmittedto theOffice
of ChemicalSafetywithin 45 daysofyourreceiptofthisViolationNotice.

3. Determineremediationobjectivesin accordancewith GuideB andthedocumentsand
regulationscited therein. A remediationobjectivesreportshouldbepreparedin
accordancewith GuideB andsubmittedto theOffice of ChemicalSafetyforreview.
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Mezoshouldindicateaproposeddatefor submissionof thisreport.

3. Preparearemedialactionplanin accordancewith GuideB to addresscontaminationat
locationswherethecontaminationconcentration‘exceedstheremediation:objectives
whichhavebeenapprovedby theOffice ofChemicalSafetyfor theincident,location. -

The rethedialactionplanshouldbe submittedto theOffice ofChemicalSafetyfor‘review
in advanceof implementation.Mezoshouldindicateaproposeddatefor submissionof
thisremedialactionplan. Theremedialactionplanshouldalsocontainan
implernentationschedule.The Office of ChemicalSafetymayagreein writing to

• amendmentsto portionofthescheduleasrequestedby, if conditionsduring
implementationjustify this. [Note: If theremedialactionis expectedto exceedthree
months,theplanshouldincludea schedulefor detailedquarterlyreportsofprogress. The
contentof suchreportsshouldbeproposedin theremedialactionplan.]

5. Preparearemedialactioncompletionreportatthecompletionoftheacceptedremedial
actionplan. The remedialactioncompletionreportshouldbe submittedto theOffice of
ChemicalSafetyby thedateproposedin theacceptedremedialactionplan. The remedial
actioncompletionreportmayby preparedin accordancewith “Compliance
DocumentationGuideC-Criterafor RemedialAction ReportatEmergencyIncident
Sites(“Guide C”)”, whichisprovidedfor your convenience.
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