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AttentionMs. DorthyM. Gunn

Re: #PCB03-210, Objectionto Petitionfor HearingTo ContestSite
LocationApproval! Responseto Filing ofMay 29,2003

DearMs. Gunn:

We arerequestingdismissalof the petftiOnsubmittedby the Solid Waste
Agenc\ ol \oi thLI ii C ook C ount\

ITEM #1 - SWANCC asstatediii their letterof December31,20O2~.”was
foriiiccl in /9S.~to inanagc ~ so/id waste needs otils 2$ membertowns.~
Sill! :V( ‘C JCYC1f )/ )L’d (u/cl thlu/?kkl ~i long k’l~i11~o1id~vas/emnal7agL’mnL’nt plan
in / 991. and fiLls sinceworkedto implementa balanced andenvironinemiiallv

pro~raniolsolic/ waste managenk’ln.~Exhibit ~A”) Since the City of
DesPlainesis not a membertown of SWANCC,we questionwhatreason
SWANCC would haveto appealtheapplicationof our recyclingfacility?

SWANCC is a transferstation,whichhandlesmainlymunicipalwaste;we
processonly constructionanddemolitiondebris.Thereis no appreciable
competitionbetweenus.However,SWANCCstateson page#2 of their
December31, 2002letter” DMScommitsat this time to acceptonly C&D
debris, thefacility wouldconceivablybeapprovedto acceptall municipal
solid waste(i.e., refuseor garbage),includingwastefrom residentialand
commercialsources,in thefuture.” DoesSWANCC considerthis facility
a potentialcompetitor?If so,arecompetitivereasonsalegitimatereasonto
appeala permit?We seeno reasonwhy any organizationwould beopposed
to a facility designedto recyclethousandsof tonsof material.I havea hard

timeunderstandingwhy an organizationwith a“long termplan to manage

(7
Printedonloo%
recycled paper 0



solidwaste” and“an environmentallysafeprogramofsolidwaste
management” would notbe in favorof recycling.

Section40.1(b2)of the ACT statestheboarddoesnot needto hear the
appeal~f “the petitioneris solocatedas to notbe affectedby theproposed
facility.” SinceSWANCCis located4.5 milesawayfrom our facility, we do
notcompetewith SWANCC andarelocatedin DesPlaines,a non-SWANCC
town; this appealshouldbe dismissed.

ITEM #2 -We disagreewith SWANCC’spositionthatwe waivedthe
statutoryreview processby continuingto communicatewith the City of
DesPlaines.In item2A of SWANCC’s filing, the quotationclearlystates
that theCity ofDesPlainesis awareof theFeb ~ [sic] deadline.(Deadline
shouldbeFeb4th) Also in item2C theyreferencethe 180-daylimit. There
is no doubtthatthe City of DesPlaineswasawareof the deadlinedate.

As far asDMS wasconcerned,the lastwrittencorrespondencewe received
from the City is ourexhibit “B” whichinforms usof the scheduledsiting
approvalmeetingatthe February3, 2003 City CouncilMeeting. Thiswas
conditionalon usrespondingto their requestfor commentsby January
23,2003.We did adhereto this requestontime, with a handdeliveryof the
January22, 2003 letterto Ms. RuthBroder.At somepointduringthe next
few daysMs. Brodercalledme,to askmeto fax hera onepageletter
requestingan extensionfor amendingourpermitapplication.I initially
agreedto this action.However,afterreviewingsection39.2eof theACT, I
decidednotto askfor an extensionbecauseofthe 90 daysincreaseof time
andbecausewe werenotaskingfor a modificationto the original permit
application.We indeedwereonly commentingon SWANCC’s letter.Never
did we requestany changes.I calledMs. Broderandexplainedthesepoints
to her. Additionally, I calledMr. Schneiderto discussthe samepoints. This
is reflectedin Mr. Schneider’se-mailof 1!30!2003(Exhibit7).He even
asked,“Why wouldhe haveto amendhis application?” Thecity wasaware
ofthe 180-daylimit andthatwe wantedto stick tothe 180 day limit. Section
39.eof theACT states“ifthereis nofinal actionby thecountyboardor
governingbodyof themunicipality within 180daysafter thefiling of the
requestfor siteapprovaltheapplicantmaydeemtherequestapproved.” It
goeson to saythe applicantcanrequestan extensionof 90 days,DMS never
askedfor an extension,thereforethe 180 daysstaysin affect.



Theonly correspondencein writing thatDMS hadwith theCity of
DesPlainesaftertheFebruary4, 2002 deadline is the letterclarifying our
proceduresfor handlingofunusualwaste.This letterwasnotrequiredas
partofthe permittingprocess.Sincewe do nothandlehazardouswaste,an
emergencyresponseplanis notrequired.This is confirmedby DonnaCzech
from IEPA to Ms. Chris Woiski on February4, 2003 in exhibit#10. If the
City hasanyquestionsregardingour operationwe alwaysrespondto their
concerns.We did notmakeanychangesto ouroriginalpermitrequestand
therefore,we receivedapprovalFebruary4, 2003 by default.

After reviewingthecopiesofthe e-mail(attachment#5) includedin the
filing, I noticedtherewassomeconfusionasto thedatethat the 180 days
limit expired.Theproperdateis February4,2003which~is180 daysafter
August6,2002.In SWANCC’s letterofDecember3 1,2002,page#1they
state“SWANCCis experiencedin theoperationofsolidwastetransfer
facilities, andis knowledgeablein theprocessfor obtaininglocal siting
approval in Illinois.” Sincetheyare very familiar with theprocessandthey
hada copyof the originalpermitapplicationdatedAugust6, 2002,they
shouldhaveknownof the 180-daylimit andfiled theirappealwithin 35 days
ofFebruary4, 2003.Theydid not file ontime; thereforewe requestthat
theirappealbedismissed.

An additionalreasonto dismissthis permitis becausethis permitwill be
probablyeliminatedwithin the nextyear.TheCity of Chicagohassuedusin
CookCountyCourtto condemnourpropertyfor theexpansionofO’Hare
Airport. We will continueto recyclematerialaslongaswe are allowedto by
the City of Chicago.SinceChicagogotquicktakeauthoritythis past
weekendin Springfield, it seamsare daysat this facility are numbered.

Respectfully,
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l~JO~r~orthwestHighway jifII E C ~I V IE
DesPlaines,Illinois 60016-4498 ~

Re: Public Comments on the Proposed Transfer Station by Disposal
ManagementSystems

To theCity of DesPlaines:

Thefollowing commentsaresubmittedin responseto the transferstationproposed
to be locatedat 101-103SellRoadin DesPlaines,Illinois. Thefacility is proposed
by Disposal ManagementSystems,Inc. (“DMS”), which currently operatesa
recycling center for constructionand demolition debris at the proposedsite.
SWANCC hasreviewedthedocumentscomprisingtheApplicationfor localsiting
approvalperSection39.2 oftheIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAct (the“Act”),
andbelievesthat the applicanthas~ demonstratedcompliancewith the nine
criteriasetforth by theAct. TheApplicationisgrosslyinadequateandlackscritical
informationfor makinganydeterminationregardingthesuitabilityofthesitefor use
asasolid wastetransferstation.Therefore,SWANCCstronglyrecommendsthatthe
City of DesPlainesdenythis applicationfor local siting approval.

The SolidWasteAgencyofNorthernCookCounty(“S~~C”)~e~periencedin
th~oerationsofsolid wastetransferfacilities, a ~ is~ni~wIed~bleol theprocesU
for o~t~ingiocaf~linga~pruva1in iiiinoi.~~kVANCCwas formeà~n~ to
managethesolid was~~ee~’~its ~ membertowns.SWANCCjleve1nne’~1trnrL.
adoptedalong-termsolidwastehianagementplanin 199Liiid hassinceworkedto
rñ~p1ementa uaia~~.~a,iu ~,iiviiuiiuieiiIaliy saTe program~ofsolid waste
~ana~ement.SWAINLU ~J- ~J~11~ers tne operatingcontract tor t e
WheelingTownshipTransferStation,an 82,000-squarefootstate-of-the-artfacility
locatedin Glenview.

DMS is requestingapprovalto convertits existing constructionand demolition
(“C&D”) debrisrecycling facility into a solid wastetransferstation.The DMS
application for local siting approval states that the reason for the proposed
conversionis toallow thefacility to accommodateloadsof C&D debriscontaining
lessthan 75 percentrecyclablematerials.For reference,Section22.38of theAct
requiresthatfacilities acceptingexclusivelygeneralC&D debrisfor transfershall

‘A

December31, 2002

C. Brooke Beal
brecutive Director

Evaluationof the Application

Www.swancc.org
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CITY OF DES PLAINES
1420Miner/NorthwestHighway U DesPlaines, Illinois 60016-4498 a (847) 391-5300

January16, 2003

JoeAnderson
DisposalManagementSystems,Inc.
420 CuttersMill Lane
Schaumburg,IL 60194

RE: Requestto EstablishaTransferStationat 103 SellRoad,DesPlaines,IL 60018

DearMr. Anderson:

Enclosedis acopyoftheminutesofthepublic hearingon yourtransferstationrequest
heldon December2, 2002. Following thehearing,theCity ofDesPlainesaccepted
writtenpublic commentsfor aperiodof30 businessdays,endingon January13, 2003.
During this period,theCity receivedonewrittenresponsefrom theSolid WasteAgency
of NorthernCookCounty (SWANCC). A copyofthisresponseis alsoattachedfor your
information.

~~I~/

Your requestfor local siting approvalhasbeenscheduledfor final considerationby the
DesPlainesCity Council on February3, 2 3 t this time, theCity Council will vote

wli~therto approveord1sappro~~‘our uest. To assistCouncil in evaluatingyour
request,wearerequestingthat you sendusacopy ofyourcurrentIllinois Environmental
ProtectionAgency(IEPA) permit by 4:30p.m.,Th~~dav.Janirnrv2~2Ofl~ Jflou wish
to reply to any ofthe issuesraisedin SWANCC’s written commentsor to addany ~
additionalinformationto your application,pleaseincludethis informationwith thecopy
ofyour permit. Your reply shouldbesentto theDepartmentofCommunity
Development,1420Miner Street,Room301, DesPlaines,IL 60016.

Pleasecontactmeat (847)391-5381if you haveany questions.

Sincerely,

Ruth Broder
CommunityDevelopmentCoordinator

cc: William Schneider,Acting City Manager
ChristineWoiski, KeepDesPlainesBeautifulCoordinator
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