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DearBoardMembers,

Thankyoufor theopportunityto addresstheBoardregardingnewruischangestowardthebuildingstandardsfor
livestockfacilities. I realizeyouhaveadifficult job in weighingall thedifferentsuggestionsthathavebeen
proposed.As in all cases,a commonsenseapproachalwaysseemstoprevail. Letmeexpressmy appreciationfor
yourthoughtfuldeliberations.

I will addressthoseitemsthat I testifiedto, aswell assomeofthe informationthatyouhadaskedmetoprovide.
1) Regardingtherequirementfor aconstructionjoint andwaterstopevery50’ of concrete. In my opinionthis
addscostto aprojectandmakesfor apoorerfinishedproject. We aregoing to havemorehumanerror in this
requirementwhilea continuouspourwouldbecheaperandamuchbetterandsaferconcretesurface. Thischange
wouldhavelesslikelihoodof abrokensealandleakage.I wouldask,whereis theevidencethatshowsthisis
necessary?I thinkthisis justevidencethattheMIPSbookletis outdatedin manyrecommendations.
2) As for drainagearoundafarmstead.I thinkthisis unfair. Are wegoingtorequirethatall smallTownsand
Municipalitiesaregoingtoprovidethesame?Thereisno evidencethat effluent is contaminatinggroundwater. If
thereis aconcernwith somewastefacility, monitoringwells candetectanyproblems.Manydrainageoutletsin
Illinois areonrelativelyfiat groundwhich wouldrequirealift stationfor thedrainagetobeput in aholding
lagoon. Thiswouldbeveryexpensiveandmostsmallto mediumlivestockfarmswould discontinueoperation
ratherthanspendthatmoney. Thiswouldbeanunsubstantiatedassumptionwithoutanyevidencethatit is
needed.
3) Therewasaproposalto extendtheminimum4” thick concretesurfaceto aminimum of 5”. As I askedatthe
hearingandyour first concernshouldbe, WHY? Is thereevidencethatwehaveaproblemnow? Whatisthe
impactgoing tobeon producersif thisis enacted.

I mustadmit thatournewoperationwill beabit largerthanmost constructionprojects;however,mostcannot
affordthisadditionalexpense.

In ourproject,weestimate464yardsof concretein eachfacility atthe4” requirement.If weareto add1” to the
standardon eachofthethree,buildingson 5,’ floorsthiswouldaddapproximately116yardsperbuildingor348
yardstotal. At anestimatedpriceof $60.00peryardofconcreteand$80peryardfor laboron installation,we
haveadded$48,720.00tothecostofourproject.

If weaddin thecostrequirementof Illinois thatweneeda 10” wall in ourdeeppit constructionratherthanon 8”
wall as inotherstates,wehavealreadyadded100yardsperbarntimesthetwo deeppits, whichequals200yards
atthe $140estimatedconstructioncosts or atotaladditionalcosttousof$28,000.00.Add thesetwo requirements
andwewill haveto spend$76,000.00in illinois for adeeppit constructionoverwhatwecando in other
neighboringstates.



Seemstome, if your boardagreesthatadeeppit structurefor holding effluentis saferandmoreenvironmentally
friendlyover thelagoonsystem,weshouldnot beaddingunnecessarycosts. As I statedinmy testimony,lagoon
systemshavebeenengineeredtobesafeanddesirable.However,theconcretepit systemis safer. Your current
rulesandcertainlythesenewadditionswill only encouragethelagoonsystem,becauseofeconomicalfactors. As I
testified, wewill spendapproximately$50,000.00to $100,000.00moreon our projectfor adeeppit systemovera
lagoonsystem. Theseadditionalcostswill onlypushustothelower costssystemor look to otherstatesto expand.
I wouldencouragethatthisnewstandardnotbeadaptedandthatsomeonelook attheMIPSplanserviceto find
otherconstructionrequirementsthatareoutdatedandunnecessary~

In closingI wouldhopethatyouwouldkeepthesetwoideasalive asyoudecidenewstandards.First,Illinois has
newlivestockfacility requirements,manytoostrict in my opinion. Whereistheevidencethatstricter
requirementsareneeded?Somesaythatwedonot havestudieson old confinementsystems.Thesesystemsare
forty yearsold, in everycountyin thestate,andthereareno problemswith them. Wehaveprovedthattheyare
safebecausethereareno reportsof problems.Therewill onlybe isolatedproblemsif any, becausethedesignof
concretefilled with manure,whichis an excellentstructuresealeron its own, isthesafestdesignfor containment.

Secondly,pleaseaskfor astudyto look attheMIPS PlanServicebookletthatwaspublishedoverthirtyyearsago.
Theseshouldbeminimumstandardsnot excessiverequirements.Pleaseremembermostprojects,havehireda
licensedengineer.Theirexpertiseshouldbehonoredwhenapprovingaproject,not generalrequirementsfrom a
bookletthreedecadesold. I would think someweightshouldbegiventoan EngineeringFirmsstudyof approval.

Onceagain,1 thankyoufor your diligenceandconsiderationsinkeepingIllinois safeandyet workable. If I can
help inanyotherregard,pleasefeel freeto contactme.


