





ANSWER: Respondent admits that the Complainant has accurately cited Board
regulations that address noise, but denies any allegation implied by paragraph 5 that

Respondent has violated these regulations.

6. Describe the type of pollution that you allege (e.g., air, odor, noise, water, sewer
back-ups, hazardous waste) and the location of the alleged pollution. Be as specific as
you reasonably can in describing the alleged pollution.

Noise Pollution that exceeds the limits allowed at 35 1ll. Adm. Code Section
901.102(a) and (b). Specifically, the sound level significantly exceeds the octave band
center frequency (hertz) at 500, 1000 and 2000 Hz ranges. Sound pressure level
measurements were made using 35 Ill. Adm. Code Section 910.105 as guidance in
gathering data.

ANSWER: Respondent has insufficient knowledge to form a belief as to the accuracy
of the information in paragraph 6. To the extent an answer is required, Respondent

denies the allegations of paragraph 6.

7. Describe the duration and frequency of the alleged pollution. Be as specific as you
reasonably can about when you first noticed the alleged poltution, how frequently
it occurs, and whether it is still continuing (include seasons of the year, dates, and
times of day if known).

The pollution occurs every year beginning with the fall corn harvest and
continues intermittently until the corn is removed from the storage units in the
spring. The existing flat storage unit has been used for several seasons. The New
1 500,000 bushel grain storage bin was constructed this summer and has not
completely started up yet. There are 10 blowers on the bin and only 1 or 2 have
begun operation. I am concerned when all of the blowers are in operation, the
noise levels will be even higher than they are now. Sound pressure level
measurements were made on three occasions between December 1, 2015 and
December 10, 2015 during nighttime hours and were up to 14 dB over the limit
specified at 35 Ill. Adm. Code Section 901.102(b). Note: I am a Professional
Engineer licensed in the State of Illinois.

ANSWER: Respondent denies the allegations of the first sentence of paragraph 7.
Respondent admits that the allegations of the second through fourth sentences of

paragraph 7. Respondent has insufficient knowledge to form a belief as to the accuracy



of the information in fifth sentence of paragraph 7 because it does not provide a statement
of fact. To the extent an answer is required, Respondent denies the allegations of this
sentence. Respondent has insufficient knowledge to form a belief as to the accuracy of
the information in sixth sentence of paragraph 7. To the extent an answer is required,
respondent denies the allegations of this sentence. Respondent has insufficient
knowledge to form a belief as to the accuracy of the information in last sentence of

paragraph 7.

8. Describe any bad effects that you believe the alleged pollution has or has had on
human health, on plant or animal life, on the environment, on the enjoyment of
life or property, or on any lawful business or activity.

This noise pollution has affected my family's quality of life, caused sleep problems
Jor my wife and myself and decreased my property’s value. We purchased this
property in 1992 for peace and quiet and have had neither whenever the grain
blowers are operating. Our home was built in 1868 and is listed individually in
the National Register of Historic Places (the Henry T. Rainey Estate).

ANSWER: Respondent has insufficient knowledge to form a belief as to the accuracy
of the allegations of first two sentences of paragraph 7. To the extent these sentences
imply that respondent has violated any Board regulation or the Environmental Protection

Act, respondent denies the allegations.

9. Describe the relief that you seek from the Board (e.g., an order requiring that the
respondent stop polluting, take pollution abatement measures, perform a cleanup,
reimburse cleanup costs, change its operation, or pay a civil penalty (note that the
Board cannot order the respondent to pay your attorney fees or any out-of-pocket
expenses that you incur by pursuing an enforcement action)).

1 seek an order requiring the respondent to stop exceeding the noise levels
allowed by the Ill. Adm. Code, with stipulated fines (civil penalties) for any future
violations, along with monitoring and reporting requirements. (Pursuant to
Section 42(a) of the Environmental Protection Act, the civil penalty shall not
exceed 350,000 for the violation and an additional civil penalty shall not exceed
$10,000 for each day during which the violation continues.) In order to



demonstrate continuous compliance, the respondent should be required to provide
third party noise monitoring which conforms to 35111. Adm. Code 910.105,
including monthly testing in any calendar month in which the blowers operate for
more than seven days. The testing should be conducted at the closest residential
receiving land or the respondent's property lines since there are other residential
property owners closer to the noise source than my residence. An annual
compliance report sent to the IPCB and published in a local newspaper should
also be required.

ANSWER: Paragraph 9 conveys the relief Complainant seeks and not any factual

allegations to which a response is required. To the extent paragraph 9 implies that

respondent has violated any Board regulation or the Environmental Protection Act,

respondent denies the allegations. Respondent further denies the need for any relief

sought by Complainant as prayed for in paragraph 9.

10.

Identify any identical or substantially similar case you know of brought before the
Board or in another forum against this respondent for the same alleged pollution
(note that you need not include any complaints made to the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency or any unit of local government).

None known.

ANSWER: Paragraph 10 does not convey any factual allegations to which a response

is required.

11.

State whether you are representing (a) yourself as an individual or (b) your
unincorporated sole proprietorship. Also, state whether you are an attorney and, if
so, whether you are licensed and registered to practice law in Illinois. (Under
Illinois law, an association, citizens group, unit of local government, or
corporation must be represented before the Board by an attorney. Also, an
individual who is not an attorney cannot represent another individual or other
individuals before the Board. However, an individual who is not an attorney is
allowed to represent (a) himself or herself as an individual or (b) his or her
unincorporated sole proprietorship, though the individual may prefer having
attorney representation.)

I am representing myself as an individual and I am not an attorney.

ANSWER: Paragraph 10 does not convey any factual allegations to which a response

is required.















