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Marie E. Tipsord
HearingOfficer
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
100W.Randolph, Suite 11-500
Chicago,II 60601

DearMarie E. Tipsord,

I amwriting you todaywith deepconcernregardingthepossibleeliminationof
public comment(casenumberR03-19)duringtheNIPDESpermittingprocess.
TheCleanWaterAct andU.S.EPA regulationsmakeit clearthat theNPDES
permittingprocessmustbe opento thepublic.

Thequalityof life herein Illinois is in largepartbaseduponthe qualityof our
rivers, lakesandstreams.FurtherweakeningofIllinois PollutionControlBoard
ruleswill leadto evermorewaterpollutionanda lower qualityof life for each
ofus.

Illinois’ pollution regulationsshouldbe growingstrongerwith eachpassing
year,notweaker. I do notfeel it is a stretchto saythata lower quality ofwater
resultsin a higherrateof cancer,birth defectsanddegradingofour natural
ecosystems.

I urgetheIllinois PollutionControlBoardto complywith its obligationto keep
our Illinois waterssafeandcleanfor generationsto come.

Sincerely,

~ ~ ~

Don Goerne
President,StarvedRockAudubon Society
2005N. l5thRoad
Streator,Ii 61364


