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Ms. Gunn,

I amwriting to commenton thematterof theNaturalGas-
Fired,Peak-LoadElectricalPowerGeneratingFacilities,and
DocketNumberROl-lO. OnJuly

6
th, 2000GovernorRyan

requestedtheIllinois PollutionControlBoardto conduct
inquiryhearings,andprovidethe GovernortheBoard’s
findingsoftheBoard’sdeliberations.I would like to comment,
asanindividual citizen, to theGovernor’squestions.

1. Dopeakerplantsneedto beregulatedmorestrictly than
Illinois’ currentair quality statutesandregulations
provide? Thesimpleanswerto thisquestionisyes. It is
myunderstandingthatat thepresenttime theStateof
Illinois hasreceivedapplicationsto approveover60
differentpeakerplantproposals,amajorityofthosein
theChicagoMetropolitanarea.As you knowtheStateof
Illinois needsto developaNOx SIPplan,andthe
accumulativeimpactof theseplantsneedsto be
consideredon theair quality oftheChicagometropolitan
area,andthiscannotbe accomplishedby look at permits
oneat atime. In additiontheChicagoareais anozone
non-attainmentarea,andthisalsoneedsto beconsidered.

2. Dopeakerplantsposeauniquethreat,or agreaterthreat
thanothertypesof State-regulatedfacilities, with respect
to airpollution, noisepollution,or groundwateror
surfacewaterpollution? With respectto groundwaterI
believetheansweris clearly,yes. Dependingon thetype
ofpeakerplant, groundwatercanbeamajor issue. In my
township,Big Rock,aPeakerPowerPlantisproposed
thatwould usegroundwaterasits’ sourceofwater. Big
RockTownshipdoesnothaveanypublic watersupplies
andall residentsdependon groundwater.It seemsto me
that in thosecircumstancesextraordinarycareshouldbe



madein permittingthisuse,andalsoextraordinarypublic
informationshouldbeavailableto residents,and
landowners.

3. Shouldnewor expandingpeakerplantsbesubjectto
sitingrequirementsbeyondapplicablelocalzoning
requirements?In myopinionthesimpleanswerto this
shouldbeyes. ThePeakerPlantproposedfor Big Rock
Townshipwouldbe locatedright in themiddle ofwhatis
now agriculturalland, andis inconsistentwith theKane
County2020plan. It seemsto methat long range
benefitswould accrueto theresidentsoftheStateof
Illinois if theStatehadapolicy apreferringbrownfield
sitesfor PeakerPlants,overusingprimeIllinois
agriculturalland. We havemanybrownfield sitesthat
would benefitfrom thelocationof theseplants.

4. If theBoarddeterminesthatpeakerplantsshouldbe
morestrictly regulatedor restricted,shouldadditional
regulationsor restrictionsapplyto currentlypermitted
facilitiesor only to newfacilitiesandexpansions?In
orderto achievethebestresultsfor all citizensofIllinois
andcontinueto improvetheState’sair quality,especially
in EastSt. Louis andtheChicagoareatheseregulations
andrestrictionsshouldapplyto all facilities, oldandnew.

5. How do otherstatesregulateorrestrictpeakerplants? I
amsurethatyourwork will find thatmanyotherstates
havemorerequirementsin this regardthandoesIllinois.

Finally, I would asktheIllinois PollutionControlBoardto
placeamoratoriumon airpermitsuntil at leastthe
accumulativeeffectsoftheseplanson theNOx SIPcall is
completed,understandingtheozoneimplications,and
perhapsmostimportantlytheeffect on theState’s
Groundwaterresources.

Thankyou, for theopportunityto comment

c~

~U ~

(L~f~to~~ ~


