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Re:PublicCommentR01-13 ~, 7
DearMs. Gunn:

OnbehalfoftheIllinois Public InterestResearchGroup (Illinois PIRG), I am
writing to urgetheIllinois PollutionControlBoardto adoptstrongrulesto prevent
degradationof Illinois’ rivers, lakesandstreams.

Illinois PIRGwould like to seethefollowing measuresincludedin
antidegradationrules:

1. Preventanynewpollutionthatwould harmIllinois waters.Newor increased
dischargesof pollutantsshouldnot be allowedwheretheywill harmthe
biological integrityof thereceivingwaters.

2. Citizensmustbe allowedto petitionto placehighqualitywatersoff limits for
increasedpollution. Suchpetitionsshouldnot betied up in a lot of unnecessary
redtapeandcitizensshouldnotbeexpectedto showtheeconomicimpactsofthe
designation.

Illinois shouldbe proudoftheprogressthathasbeenmadesincethe 1972passage
oftheCleanWaterAct. However,urbansprawl,hog feedingoperations,andother
sourcesofpollutionthreatento degradeourwatersto thepoint thattheyarebarely
meetingwaterqualitystandardsorarenotmeetingstandardsatall. Now is thetime to
not only continueworkingto restoreourpollutedwaters,but alsomaintaintheintegrity
of ourcleanerwaters. We look forwardto working with you to ensurethis happens.

Sincerely,

~ ~

DianeE. Brown,ExecutiveDirector
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