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DearPollutionBoardMembers, ~‘

I am writing you to expressmy concernsaboutthe possibleconstructionof2 peaker
power plantsin Zion. I have manyissueswith theseplantsfrom the amountofair and
noisepollution theycreate,to the amountofwater theyuse,It is my understandingthat
the sateofillinois is operatingunder 20 yearold guidelinesestablishedfor coalplants.

In an apx. 10-mile radius oftheZion area, we alreadyhave two coal burning plants, one
in WaukeganIL. another in PleasantParrie WI. Oneofmy concerns,aswell as that of
many ofthe arearesidents, is the accumulatedeffect theseplantswill hayeon our overall
air quality. Wearealreadyin an areathat hasbeenconsideredto havepoor air quality.
My fearis thaton a hot summer days,whenall theseplantsarein operation, our
neighborhoodswill be coveredwith a cloud ofsmog. This would force anyonewith any
typeof respiratorydiseaseto be a prisoner oftheir ownhome, andforcethem to stay
indoors. This ishardlyfair to all thosewho haveinvestedtheirlife savinginto their
homesandthe communityin which they live.

The nextcausefor concernis the noise.I find it difficult to believethata developmentof
this sizewould not be heard from the nearesthome,which is only a few hundredyards
away, as the developersofthis plant would like usto believe.

Thirdly, there is the amountofwater used.Theseplantscanconsumeup 2 million
gallonsofwater a day. At a recentZion City Council meetingagentlemenwho ownsa
local confectionery co. spokeofthe possibility ofthe expansionofhisbusiness.When
checkinginto the accessibilityofadditionalwaterhe discoveredthat thecity ofZion
exceededits allocatedamountfor 1999by 22 million gallons.If wewereto allow theses
plants to be constructedin Zion, will therebe enoughwaterallocatedfor the expansionof
existingbusinessor the constructionofnew homes?This is a questionthatneedsto be
answeredbeforewe allow anypower plants to be constructedin this region.

Finally, there is the issueofthe economicsofpeakerpower plants. In conversationsI
havehadwith afew ofmy friends who havelived in California,they expressedto methe
concernsofhow the costofelectricityskyrocketedafter de-regulation. Will that havethe
sameeffecton us?We all knowthat the ownersofthesecompaniesaregoing sell their
electricityto the highestbidder. Is this goingto causean increasein our electric bills? We
have alreadybeentold to prepare for our naturalgasbills to increasedueto possible
shortagescausedby peakerplantsconsumptionofnaturalgas.


