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Pl ease accept these coments on behalf of the Sierra Cub, Illinois
Chapter, representing over 23,000 nenbers in Illinois.

From our perspective, the current proliferation of natural gas-powered
el ectric plants raises serious concern for air quality, water quality, and
wat er quantity.

Regardi ng water quantity; the relatively sudden proposals for new power
pl ants that consune |arge anounts of water have exposed a gaping hole in
the State's efforts to protect our water resources. Wile it has been
established that the State has the authority and the | egal obligation to
protect natural conditions in Illinois waterways, this authority has not
been utilized. In particular, no approval by the State is currently
required by the O fice of Water Resources for npost new w t hdrawal s of
ground or surface water. Wth strong conpetition for existing water
sources, an active state role in managing water use is essential.
Specifically, state approval should be required for any new w t hdr awal
fromsurface or groundwater sources exceeding 10,000 gall ons per day.

The primary water quality concerns fromthese facilities result fromthe
potential for substantial discharge of process water. These di scharges, no
matter how clean, could significantly degrade the habitat of a smaller
stream by changing the flow regi ne. The di scharge of heated water can al so
degrade habitat for aquatic |life. Fortunately, the State does have the
Nat i onal Pol | utant Di scharge Elimnation Systemin place to provide sone
framework for regulating these threats, but inprovenents are needed. In
particul ar, strong antidegradation rules (currently the subject of another
Board proceedi ng) should be adopted to protect streans agai nst these new
di schar ges.

Wil e generating electricity fromnatural gas is nuch cl eaner than
generating power fromcoal conbustion, there are air quality
considerations in this debate as well. In particular, clearly the tinme has
cone for the State to reconsider the current exenption of new pollution
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sources in the Chicago nonattai nnent area from Reasonably Avail abl e
Control Technol ogy (RACT) requirenents. As a result of this exenption,

nei ghbors of these newer power plants get significantly |ess protection
than they would if they lived near the sane plant in another nonattai nnment
area. W al so recommend consi deration and adoption of nore protective

em ssions standards for these facilities, as are currently required in
California, for exanple.

We believe that natural gas-fired power plants have a role in Illinois'
near-term energy production m x. However, the current list of proposed new
pl ants woul d produce many tinmes nore power than Illinois is projected to

demand, and we do not have adequate safeguards in place to protect our air
and water fromthis phenonenon. W support calls for an i medi ate
noratoriumon the permtting and construction of new facilities so that we
can examne the policies of the state that are nmaking our conmunities
magnets for these facilities.
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