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)

OPINION AND ORDEROF THE BOARD (by Mr. Dumelle)

Thesetwo petitions embracea commontopic andrequestvariancesfrom
the flhinois SanitaryWater BoardWater Quality StandardsSWB-7 andmore
recentlyundertheWater Pollution Control RegulationseffectiveApril 18, 1972.
Underthoseregulationsthepetitionerswere requiredto discontinuetheir dis-
chargesof waterplant wastesInto Lake Michiganby July, 1972.

CITY OF EVANSTON

The Evanstonwatertreatmentplant is locatedon the shoreof Lake Michigan
nearthenortheastcornerof the City andprocesseslake waterfor the consumption
of approximately150, 000 residentsin EvanstonandSkokie, minois. Total water
treatedby theplant is approximately9.4 billion gallonsper yearwith an average
of about25 million gallonsper daybeingprocessed.

As a part of normalplant operationthe rapid sandfilters must periodically
beback-washedto removeaccumulatedsolids from the filter surfacesand this
wastewaterhistorically hasbeendischargedto the Lake. It is alsonecessary
to washaccumulatedsludgefrom thefour waterplant settlingbasinsIn the spring
andfall of eachyear andthis material hasalso beendischargedto the Lake.

The City proposesthat it plug the existingoutfall pipesanddivert theflow
of filter back-washwater to a new concretebalancingtank. This waterwill then
bepumpedat a uniform rateback into theplant for re-processingalongwith
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~ning raw water, Sludge washed from the settling basins will be pumped
tt~ ~i a new connection to the Evanston sewer system and will then be processed
b~the lVletropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chicago (MSDGC) treatment
facilities. The expected completion date for the new facilities is December 31,
1972,

VILLAGE OF KENILWORTH

The Keniiworth water plant also discharges its filter wash water and
settling basin sludge into Lake Michigan, The Village proposes to divert those
wastes to the Metropolitan Sanitary District system by December 31, 1972, The
filter wash water amounts to about 5, 000, 000 gallons per year and the semi-
annual cleaning of the sedimentation basin causes around 400, 000 gallons of
waste water per year. The total quantity of solids, on a dry basis, is about
20, 000 pounds per year, The concentration of solids in the wash water is
low and it is anticipated that this water can be recirculated to the sedimenta-
tion basins, leaving only the wastewater associated with basin cleaning of which
to be disposed.

DISCUSSION

The Agency has recommended that both requests for variance be granted.
The Agency notes that both projects could have been completed earlier but indicates
that to deny relief at this point would not be a satisfactory solution to either pro-
blem since the delay in compliance was not intentional but rather was caused by
the petitioners~good faith belief that further progress could not be accomplished
without a reaction and response from MSDGC on the proposals~

We agree with the Agency recommendation and will grant the variances to
December 31, 1972, According to the reported effluent levels, these two projects
will eliminate a total of around 181 million gallons of wastewater and 923 tons of
solids from the Lake annually. We encourage this progress,

This opinion con~titutesthe Board~sfindings of fact and conclusions of law,

ORDER

The variances are hereby granted until December 31, 1972, upon the
following conditions:

1, The City of Evanston shall post an individual performance bond
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in the amountof $10,000.

2, The Village of Kenilworth shall post an individual performance
bond in the amountof $3, 000.

3, Both petitioners shall submit monthly progressreports to the
Agency setting forth the stagesof completion of their respective
projects.

I, Christan L. Moffett, Clerk of the Illinois Pollution Control Board,
herebycertify the aboveOpinion andOrder was adoptedon the /~~1ayof
August, 1972 by a vote of ~ _____

ChristanL. Moffett, rk
Illinois Pollution Control Board
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