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March 5, 2002

ManeTipsord,Attorney
HearingOfficer
Illinois PollutionControlBoard
100WestRandolph,Suite11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

Re: R02-11
WaterQuality TriennialReview

DearMs. Tipsord:

TheDownersGroveSanitaryDistnctsubmitsthefollowing commentsin supportofthe
proposedamendmentto 35 Ill Adm Code304 120 TheIllinois EnvironmentalProtection
Agencyhasproposedto amend35 Iii Adm Code304 120by addinganewparagraph(g)which
statesthat compliancewith the5-daybiochemicaloxygendemand(BOD5) standardsin this
sectionwill bedeterminedby the analysisof5-daycarbonaceousbiochemicaloxygendemand
(CBOD5). TheDistrict supportsthisproposedamendmentandthewrittentestimonyofMichael
Callahan,filedwith theIllinois PollutionControlBoardon behalfoftheIllinois Associationof
WastewaterAgencies,on this proposedamendment.As statedin Mr. Callahan’stestimony,this
amendmentdoesnotrepresentarelaxationofeffluent standardsbutratherupdatesthe
terminologyin thisregulationto reflectthe currentuseoftheCBOD5 testto measurethe
performanceandcomplianceoftoday’swastewatertreatmentfacilities.

Theuseof CBOD5 effluentlimits wasatopic of considerablecontroversywhenit was
first proposedby theUnitedStatesEnvironmentalProtectionAgencynearlytwentyyearsago. It
hasnowbecomethe acceptedcomplianceandperformancemeasurein thewastewaterindustry.
TheDownersGroveSanitaryDistrict offersthefollowing observationsin supportofthis
statement.

TheCBOD5 effluent limits first appearedin theDistrict’s NPDESPermitNo 1L0028380
issuedby theIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyon October9, 1986,andit hasappeared
in everypermit issuedsincethatdate It is ourunderstandingthattheUnitedStates
EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyRegionV hasreviewedtheNPDES permitsissuedto the
District, astheDistrict is consideredamajordischarger.Prior to the issuanceoftheDistrict’s
mostrecentpermit on December31,2001,theSierraClub submitteda letterto theIllinois
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EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyconcerningnutrientcontributionsandthedetectionlimit for
cadmium. Therewasno referencein this letterto theCBOD5 effluent limits.

A searchoftheIllinois PollutionControlBoardwebsitefor theterm‘CBOD’ resultedin
34 matches.Sevenofthosematchespertainto thecurrentproceeding.Seventeenofthose
matchesinvolvedprovisionalvarianceordersissuedby theBoard. Everyoneoftheseorders
involved CBOD effluentlimits andthetermCBOD wasoftenusedin thesamesentenceasthe
referenceto 35 Ill. Adm. Code304.120.

TheDownersGroveSanitaryDistrict urgestheIllinois Pollution ControlBoardto adopt
theproposedamendmentto 35 Ill. Adm. Code304.120(g).

Respectfully,

DOWNERSGROVE SANITARY DISTRICT

C’,
LawrenceC. Cox
GeneralManager
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