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!)ATE: November6, 2000

TO: Illinois PollutionControl

Stateof illinois

FROM: ErselC. Schuster
Supervisor,SenecaTownship,McHenryCounty Illinois~und
Member,Mc}Icnry CountyBoard,Mdflenry County Illinois

Re: IN THE MATTER OF;

Naturalgas..fired,peak-load )
electricalpowergenerating ) R 1-10
facilities (peakerplants) ) ~,

Thankyou fortheopportunityto addressyourboardon this importantissue.

As an electedofficial with responsibilitiesto thoseresidentsmostcloselyaffect
hy ih~sitingof“private peakerpower” planta,I wish to makethe following comments:

Having reviewednumerousprofessionalopinionspresentedthroughoutyour
hearingprocesson electricalgeneratingfacilities, severalconcernscometo mind. 1 will
not howevertakeyourtimebyrepeatingthecommentsofthoseprofessionalsand
informedcitizenssuchasGregZak, BrianUrbaszewski,DerekWinstanley,Dianne
Turnball,ChristopherRomaine,SusanZingle,Dr. TomOverbyeandothers. I do support
theirconceptsandsuggestions.

Thepoint I wish to makeis thatof“enforcement.”Theconcernis for the
enlbrcementofthestandardsandregulationsissuedby theJEPA/ PCBfor theprivate
p~akerpowerindustry throughthepetition/ licensingprocess.

Standardsandregulationsareonly asgoodasthetoolsandmeansto enforce
them, As local officials we arethe “front line;” thoseexpectedto addressconcernsover
the operationof suchfacilities. However,asis oftenthecase,we neitherhavethe
authority,technicalexpertise,northe financialability to ensurethat theoperatoris in
compliancewith theregulations.Noise,airpollutionandall theotherrelatedissues
.~urroundingthesefacilities needswift andimmediateaction. Experiencesuggeststhat
enforcementis not swift or immediate,noris it alwayseffective.

Localofficials musthaveameansofeffectiveenforcementof suchoperationsin
orderto protectanddefendthoseresidentswhoareaffectedby theseprivatebusinesses.
I wouldaskthat this beanissueworthyofinformed,in-depth,andlocal considerat’
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