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October27, 2000 000STATE OF IWNOIS

Ms. DorothyGunn Pollution Control Board
Clerk oftheBoard
illinois Pollution ControlBoard
100W. RandolphSt., Suite 11-500 -4~~~2#‘/
Chicago,Illinois 60601 1/

Re: PublicCommentre R01-13
DearMs. Gunn:

As an Illinois residentandfrequentrecreationaluserofIllinois’ waterways,I hereby
requestandurgethat The Illinois Pollution ControlBoardshouldadoptstrongrulesto
preventdegradationofIllinois’ rivers, lakesand streams.No newor increasedpollution
shouldbe addedto ourwaterwaysthatcouldpotentiallyharmaquaticlife or contributeto
additionalpollutant loadswithin andbeyondany particularwatershed.

I alsourgeyourorganizationto ensurethat no newor additionalpollutantsbeaddedto
ourwaterwaysunlessit canbe shownthat theseareharmlessto the environmentorno
viable technologyto preventpollution exists. Costsassociatedwith preventingtherelease
of pollutantsto businessesaffected,shouldnot becomethemajordeterminantin
permitting thereleaseof pollutantsto currentlyunpollutedwaterways.

I alsoaskyou to ensurethatthosefew remainingand still unpollutedwatersshouldbe
entirely protectedfrom degradationandthat theeconomic/profitinterestsofdevelopers
should notbe theonly factorin consideringthevalueofa river, streamor otherbody of
water.Furthermore,I requestthat you permit citizensand/orcitizengroupsto petitionto
placehigh qualitywatersoff limits for increasedpollutionwithout the significant
restrictionscurrentlyimposedon suchefforts.

Thevalueofcleanwatercannotbe overestimatedasis evidencedby thegreatefforts
madeto restorethenation’spolluted waters.However,theseefforts shouldnot distract
that equally,if not ofgreaterimportance,is to maintainthe integrityofthosewatersnot
yet degradedby pollution.

On behalfoftheIllinois Paddlingconstituency,aswell asa residentof Illinois, I urgeyou
to makeeveryeffort to protectthefewunpollutedrivers in ourstateandto createstrong
antideg~~ation7es.

Vice President, ILLINOIS PADDLING COUNCIL
StateRepresentative,AMERICAN CANOE ASSOCIATION,MW DIVISION


