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INTRODUCTION

My nameis CraigCurtisand I aman AssociateProfessorofPolitical ScienceatBradley
University. Togetherwith my researchassistant,C. J.Neu, anundergraduatestudentatBradley
University,I amconductingexploratoryresearchinto therulemakingprocessin thestateof
illinois. As a partofourresearch,weattendedtheMarch 1 hearingon PROPOSEDMTBE
GROUNDWATERQUALITY STANDARDS,R01-14, in Springfield,Illinois, attheillinois
Pollution ControlBoardHearingRoom at600 S. 2~Street.

Duringthecourseofthathearing,I hadoccasionto askaquestionconcerningthelack of
findings ofcontaminationofCommunityWaterSupplies (“CWS”) in MadisonCounty,illinois.
I hadobtainedinformationfrom aWorld WideWebsitecalled“Scorecard”
(http://www.scorecard.org/.)that indicatedreleasesofMTBE into theenvironmentin thatcounty
weremuchlargerthanany otherillinois county. Despitethesereleases,thetestimonyofRichard
P. Cobb,P.G.,oftheillinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyindicatedthatonly two sitesin
MadisonCountyhadbeenaffectedbyMTBE contamination.ThesewereBethaltoCWS andE.
Alton CWS.
TheanswersprovidedbyMr. Cobbmadeit veryclearthat hewasnotawareofthesedata. I was

askedto file testimonycontainingthedata,anddo so heretoday.

BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THEDATA SOURCE

Thedataon releasesofMTBE wereobtainedduring asearchoftheWorld Wide Web. We
beganwith theUS EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(“US EPA”) web sitein Fall of2000(I am
notsureoftheexactdate). Thatsite,at that time, containedalink to the“Scorecard”site,which
C. J. and I followed. Theattacheddocumentsareprintoutsofwebpagesfrom “Scorecard.”

Accordingtotheauthorsof “Scorecard”theirchartsarederivedfromtheToxicsRelease
Inventory(“TRF’) databasecollectedandmaintainedby theUSEPA. Although the“Scorecard”
siteis not explicit aboutthispoint,oneis ledto believethat thedatafrom whichthechartswere
compiledarethe1998TRI reports.

I haveincludedtwo charts: 1) thefirst lists thenineIllinois countieswith reportedreleasesof
MTBE; and,2) thesecondlists the100countiesin theUnitedStateswith themostreported
releasesofMTBE. As onecansee,threeIllinois counties,Madison,St. Clair andCook, appear
on thelist ofthe100 countieswith the largestreleasesofMTBE.
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AttachmentI: Countieswith ReportedTotal EnvironmentalReleasesofMTBE in Illinois (1
page).



About TheChemicaI~By County http//www.scorecard.org/chemical-pmfile. L~t0_C~d~17

E~vk~tifDth~

ABOUT THE CHEMICALS IBy County Scorecard

Chemical; methyl tert-butyl ether

CAS Number: 1634-04-4

Countieswith ReportedTotal Environmental
Releases

Ranked by (select your rankinq criteria)

Total environmental release F:
J~GO ~explain~

Rank County Pounds

1. ________ 33,668
2. ~ JR 9,905
3. COOK 6,483

4. •~OONE 1,386
5. DUP~GE 1,000

6. LAKE 500

7. MCLEAN 340

8. cw~PRP 109

9. WILL 5

:~2300 Environmental Defense and LocusPocus

EmaU cuesticns regarding the data or
~ow to use this inforriation tq prot~F~~.enyirorirnent.
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AttachmentII: Countieswith ReportedTotalEnvironmentalReleasesofMTBE, nationwide,
ranked,the100 countieswith the mostreleasesarecharted(4 pages).



About TheCheinienis:By County

f EavwenmEnt,t UeNftU

ABOUT THE CHEMICALS! By County t_SwdJ

Chemical: methyl tert-butvl ether

CAS Number: 1634-04-4

Counties with Reported Total Environmental
Releases

Rank County Pounds

1. HARRIS, TX 429,462
2. cONTRAcOSTA,~A 311,268

3. LOS ANGELES, ~A 797,122

4. ~ 189,300

5. ~ 175,000

6. UNION, NJ 171,571

7. LAKE1. IN 152,208

8. WAYNE. MI 144,624

9. MIDDLESEX1NJ 136,727

10. GLOUcESTER,J~ 97,204

11. EASI BATON ROUGE, LA 85,495

12. PHILAD1~I?A, 69,251

13. ~ 68,134

14. ST.CRLES,.LA 60,804

15. Si El L~L.M~ 59,829

1. YQ~!~/i~ 56,600

17. BALTIpcw~h~ 54,161

18. DELAWARE, PA 48,752

19. GALVESTON, TX 46,649

20. I~i,.Qiç 43,242

21. ST. cROIX,yI 42,431

22. Q]TP.,W~L.MI 40,578

23. WcASTLE, DE 39,425

24. SOLANO. CA 38,539
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25. BRAZORIA. TX
2~. ASCENSION, LA
27. ST. LANDRYEiA

2&•. ~cALcAS1EU,LA
29.: PROvI.bENCE, RI

.

NASSAU; NY .

3~,. MADISON. ~

32. . NEW HAVEN. ~:1:..

33.:. GUAYAMA, PR.

~4. MCK1N~Y~M.1

SAN DIEGO~cA,
36. MAR1COPA,AZ

.

.FAIRFAX,VA ....

38 ST. JAMES.. LA ‘~

39. . .1~FAIRFfELD,cr
4Q~:.’bALLASr1~
41.. . . MIDDLESEX, MA’

42. BOY~~
43~ . ST;BERNARD, LA

SIJFFOLK,NY
45 ~ TARRANT. ~

46~. ADAMS,CO .

4?~:~.CANADIAN~.OK
48 CUMBER AND, ~

.LARAMIE,.WY
50 YOLO CA
51 NORFOLK MA
52~. ... ~ANTACLARA.’CA•

53;’ ALLEGHENY, PA

:54.. “•..: ..,1~oNRoE;1IA.
55 ESSEX MA

56 ORANGE NY
57. . :.5~BERNARDINO,1CA.

58.

59. ____________

60. ___________

6L .: ~, DAVIS.. UT
KERN, cA.

37,980
36,381

.35,558
35,191
34,50i

.34,029
. 33,668

•33’ 403
:30,554
29,279

.28,683

2~,310
264.21.

25,955
. .25,493

:23,335

23.,~.O0

22;663
22,345
22,263
2I~995.

21,1:45
20,574
20,00.0

19504
19,399
19,096
18.;901

18,163

1,• I6~5.7~
16&.

15,474

i5,2.I~L.

.:;~3,35o...

.12;250

11~920
11,719
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About TheChemicals:By County http://www,scad.org/chemical-profiIe...odeEntire%20United%20States&howman~100

MOORE,JTX’,~

BRO:WARD;.’FL.

.

NEW HANOVEL NC

64.

.65,

63. : PETERSBURG(Cli?). VA
RICHMoND .(Cfl-Y).~vA
RICHMOND;NY



About The Chemicals: By County http://ww~scorecardmg/chomical.profile...ode.=Entife%20United%20States&howmamp1oo

66.

67.

68.

69~..
70

71..

72.

73.
.74.
75.
.76.

77..
78.

‘79.
80.

.81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

87..
88.
89.

90.
91.
92;.
93..
94.
95.
96.:.
97.

98.
99.
100..

BREVARD, FL
HAMPOEN, MA
‘:~pj.,~JOAOUtN.,:~CA

CHESAPEAKE (CITY)’, VA
ESSEX.N3

.

ST. CLAIR, IL
CAMDEN ‘NJ

‘~EFF SO

”

EL’:PASO, CO. ‘

OUAY~NM

BEAVER. OK ::‘

DALLAM. iX:
ERIE NY

MONROE, NY

.

CH~ES1ER,PA

kINGS; NY.’

:

.NYE.NV
SUMMtT,OH.

.

BERKS. PA’ .

FAIRFAX (Cr). VA
MONROE.MI ‘H~”

.ELPASO. TX H

YELLOWSTONE. MT

SACR\r4ENIO, CA
CF-IEMUNG.’NY
ANNE ARUNDEL. MD

:

COOK~IL::

’

JON~S...TX
ALLEN .:OH
LEHIGH.; PA

M.ERCER, N) ‘,

PRINCE WILUAM~Th’

BER.NAULLO,NM:
:GUILFORD....NC

...

11,000
10,714

10,548

10,423

‘10,354~
‘9,905
9,796

.~66s

9,205 ‘H

9;20.5
9,205

9,205

~8,942

8,933
8,774’

8,450::
8,357’

7,553’

7,391

7,247
‘~815
.6,800

6,705..
6,569~
6,5O4’.,.

6,483:’:,
6,090

6,0061:
5,400
5,299..

5,150,1.:,.
5,105’

4,736
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© 2000 Environmental Defense and LocusPocus
Email questions regarding the data or

how to use this information to protect the environment.

3/5/01 11:03 AM


