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Additional Pre-Filed Questions of the Illinois Attorney General’s Office for Dynegy’s Witnesses, 
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PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

       
BY: LISA MADIGAN,  
Attorney General of the State of Illinois 

 
      BY: /s/ James P. Gignac 

JAMES P. GIGNAC 
Environmental and Energy Counsel 
Illinois Attorney General’s Office 

      69 W. Washington St., 18th Floor 
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(312) 814-0660 
      jgignac@atg.state.il.us 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 

I, JAMES P. GIGNAC, an attorney, do certify that on March 2, 2018, I caused the 

Additional Pre-Filed Questions of the Illinois Attorney General’s Office for Dynegy’s Witnesses 

and the Notice of Filing to be served upon the persons listed in the attached Service List by email 

for those who have consented to email service and by U.S. Mail for all others. 

 
/s/ James P. Gignac 

       JAMES P. GIGNAC 
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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 
 
IN THE MATTER OF:     )  
      ) R18-20  
AMENDMENTS TO 35 ILL. ADM.  )   (Rulemaking-Air) 
CODE 225.233, MULTI-POLLUTANT  )   
STANDARDS      )   
 

ADDITIONAL PRE-FILED QUESTIONS OF THE ILLINOIS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE FOR DYNEGY’S WITNESSES 

 
The Illinois Attorney General’s Office, on behalf of the People of the State of Illinois 

(“People”), hereby files its additional pre-filed questions for Dynegy’s witnesses in this matter, 

as provided by the Hearing Officer Order issued on January 29, 2018.  The People submit the 

following questions: 

1. With respect to coal ash (referred to by Dynegy as “coal combustion residuals”) 
discussed at page 2 and Exhibit A of Dynegy’s Response to Questions dated February 16, 2018, 
does Dynegy receive payments from entities that use coal ash from Dynegy’s plants?  If coal ash 
is not sold to someone else or used by Dynegy in some way, does Dynegy incur costs for storing 
or disposing of the ash? 

 
2. With respect to the plants that Dynegy says allow public access in Exhibit A, does 

Dynegy own the property on which the cooling ponds and lakes occur? 
 
3. On page 2 of its responses, Dynegy states that certain units were selected by 

Dynegy to “bid into MISO as ‘must-run’ units.”  For clarification, these units were not being bid 
because MISO had designated operation of them as being necessary to maintain reliability, 
correct? 

 
4. Likewise, the bar chart provided in Exhibit B states that the units were 

“Dispatched as Must-Run,” but that refers to Dynegy’s need for the plants to run to offset the 
operations of less-controlled plants, not to MISO’s need for the units to operate for purposes of 
grid reliability, correct? 

 
5. The bar chart in Exhibit B refers to the number of hours that Dynegy bid the 

plants into the market at an amount below their marginal cost of operation, not to the number of 
hours that Dynegy received a payment for a megawatt-hour at or below its marginal cost of 
operation, correct?  In other words, Dynegy could bid in a unit at a loss but end up being paid in 
amounts above the marginal cost of operation due to clearing prices in the market, correct? 
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6. Related to the above question, could Dynegy please explain for the Board why the 
bar chart in Exhibit B states that Coffeen Unit 2 was bid by Dynegy below cost 90% of the time 
in 2017, yet the table says that it operated below cost 33 out of 365 days in 2017 (9%)? 

 
7. If a unit operated at a loss for just 1 hour out of a 24-hour period, did Dynegy 

include that among the number of days the unit operated at a loss in the table in Exhibit B? 
 
8. Why is the bar chart in Exhibit B expressed in hours but the table is in days? 
 
9. Does calculation of a unit’s “marginal cost” include a category of profit to 

Dynegy? 
 
10. In the January 12, 2018, responses of Rick Diericx to the Illinois Pollution 

Control Board’s pre-filed questions, he testified as follows (page 1): 
 
While our coal contracts for the MPS units currently are for low sulfur coal and 
we currently plan to continue to burn low sulfur coal, Dynegy would oppose a 
requirement to burn low sulfur coal at all MPS units. Such a requirement would 
unnecessarily restrain operational flexibility and is unnecessary for air quality 
compliance purposes. 

 
Attached as Attachment 1 is a letter received by the Illinois Attorney General’s 

Office.  Did Dynegy send this letter to the Illinois Attorney General's Office?  Is it an 
accurate description of Dynegy's “unknowingly” burning higher sulfur coal at the 
Baldwin plant?  Is it correct that, when Dynegy “unknowingly” burned higher sulfur coal 
at the Baldwin plant, that action very quickly caused the plant’s emission rate to approach 
the emission limit for SO2 required by the Consent Decree referenced in the letter?   
 
Dated: March 2, 2018    Respectfully submitted, 
 
      PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
      by LISA MADIGAN, 
      Attorney General of the State of Illinois, 
 
      MATTHEW J. DUNN, Chief 
      Environmental Enforcement/ 
      Asbestos Litigation Division 
 
     By: /s/ James P. Gignac 

JAMES P. GIGNAC 
      Environmental and Energy Counsel 
      Illinois Attorney General’s Office 
      69 W. Washington St., Suite 1800 
      Chicago, Illinois  60602 
      (312) 814-0660 
      jgignac@atg.state.il.us 
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Of counsel: 
 
ANDREW ARMSTRONG 
Chief, Environmental Bureau/Springfield 
(217) 782-7968 
aarmstrong@atg.state.il.us 
 
STEPHEN J. SYLVESTER 
Senior Assistant Attorney General     
(312) 814-2087 
ssylvester@atg.state.il.us 
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