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Pat Vary (12 May10) wrote why she voted for the landfill. I submit she sm voted for
it because the risks outweigh the “benefits” (a source of revenue; a waste site for DeKalb). Waste
Management (WM) will potentially deliver 206 million tons of waste to Cortland from 17
counties including Cook. During waste decomposition, toxic products will be emitted into the air
and the liquid-like “leachate” generated in the landfill. Methane and hydrogen sulfide will be the
predominate gases produced, however about 0.5% will be toxic volatile organic molecules
observed in other landfills throughout this country. Although most of the gas liberated will be
burned via a flare, about 25% will escape into the atmosphere. The combustion process will
produce dioxins (polychlorinated dibenzodioxins and polychlorinated dibenzofurans) that have
been shown to damage human health and at higher levels cause cancer. Typical landfills also
may contain aromatic and chlorinated hydrocarbons, pesticides, pharmaceuticals and pathogens.

Although the concentrations of toxic substances released are low, epidemiological studies
have shown an increased incidence of low birth weight infants, fetal and infant mortality, and
birth defects in populations living near waste landfills. However, in addition to the above
concern, it is well recognized that the best landfill liners used to ensure leachate containment will
eventually deteriorate and cause the leachate to be released and potentially contaminate
groundwater.

The landfill siting application states that WM will not dispose hazardous waste; however
the random inspections (3 per week) and waste identification procedures designed to reduce the
possibility won’t guarantee hazardous waste from Chicago and collar counties will never enter
the site. Slowly but surely, hazardous waste will accumulate at the site. If the landfill will be as
assuredly safe as Pat Vary suggests, then, why has WM committed to obtain a pollution liability
insurance that covers bodily injury and property damage.

Part of my professional work as a neurophysiologist has been to study the effects of
chemical agents and toxic substances on nerve and muscle. Some agents such as chlorinated
hydrocarbons can be particularly harmful to humans at fairly low concentrations. Some
substances such as dioxins are fat soluble and over time will accumulate in the human body to
increase the likelihood of disease. I submit that DeKalb county residents should be concerned
about the potential risks of the landfill expansion and join those of us opposed to it to prevent it
from occuring.

(R end 14t —

Richard Hahin, Ph.D.

113 W. Susan Avenue

Cortland, IL 60112

Phone: Work (day)- 815 753 3107; Residence (evening)- 815 756 1917
*References to the literature used to create this letter are available on request
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