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James R. Thompson Center STATE OF ILLINOIS

100 W. Randolph St., Suite 11-500 Pollution Control Boarg

Chicago, IL 60601 ‘))0\1

Re: Case # AS 08-10

Dear Members of the Illinois Pollution Control Board: ?M

I am writing regarding the proposed delisting of Electric Arc Furnace Dust waste as requested by Peoria
Disposal Company. After having sat through 3 hours of the public hearing in Peoria regarding this matter, I
am alarmed at the possibility of this hazardous waste becoming delisted, transported in and out of Peoria
County, dumped into municipal waste landfills in Central Illinois, and thereby putting the Mahomet Aquifer
at risk for contamination. There are many other hazardous waste landfills operating in the US with capacity
available. Why even consider delisting a hazardous substance when there is ample space in existing
hazardous waste landfills to dispose of it as intended by RCRA standards?

It seems clear that the treatment process that PDC says will "forever" stabilize this hazardous dust has
only been tested for a short amount of time and by scientists commissioned by PDC. There has never been
any long-term study of how waste treated by this process will react in the real world setting of a municipal
landfill. No independent lab has conducted tests on the process. The public is not allowed to examine the
process because the treatment is considered proprietary. If PDC and their paid scientists are wrong, the
result could be the contamination of one of the largest, cleanest sources of water in the US, the Mahomet
Aquifer. And PDC has only one, very strong motivation for convincing you and me that their treatment
process is infallible...money.

If you approve this delisting you are implying that the financial success of a small, private company
outweighs the health and safety of the hundreds of thousands of Central Illinoisans that get their drinking
water from the Mahomet Aquifer. In addition to the health implications, a contaminated aquifer would ruin
the economies of hundreds of rural communities that draw their well and municipal water from the
Mahomet. Illinois businesses, both agricultural and industrial, that depend on water from the aquifer would
suffer from any form of contamination as well.

At the public hearing and in the press, the case has been made that this waste is primarily coming from
Keystone Steel and Wire, a Peoria company. But when looking at the list of PDC customers (see the
attached chart) it is apparent that the majority of this EAFD waste is coming from outside Central Illinois,
primarily from out-of-state. Wastes from Iowa, Indiana, Kentucky, Wisconsin and Nebraska make up 64%
of the waste coming into PDC's facility. The rest of the waste comes from the Chicago and St. Louis areas,
with only 18% of the waste coming from Keystone in Peoria County. And even more disturbing—46% of
the waste comes from companies that are not even US owned.

The people of Central Illinois should be responsible for the waste we produce. But we should not be asked
to bear the burden of steel mills hundreds of miles away, owned by foreign companies from across the
globe. Why should the health and safety of Illinois citizens and our precious water supply be risked on
what amounts to a grand experiment? The goal of the Environmental Protection Act is to protect the public
health and safety and the environment, NOT to help private companies operate as profitably as possible.
Your job is to protect the interests of the citizens of Illinois, NOT to protect the profits of companies from
beyond our borders.



Don't be short-sighted. Don't risk our health and safety. Don't risk our water supply. DO NOT allow this
delisting.

5045 North Bellevue Place
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

Enclosure: chart by Tracy Meints Fox analyzing PDC's EAFD waste customers
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