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- -2 PDC 'wants up to. 95 000 cubic yards per. year of electrtc afc stcel mtll fumace wastes
“n Joaded with toxics.from. throughout the Midwest to be delivered mttlally to-its. hazardous
. waste landfill in Peoria. ‘And then, via a quahﬂed okay by Nlinois BPA, PDC would
.- “aftempt to detoxify thése wastes by a “privaté, secret” méthod; then. telmd them: onto, - T
" trucks and deliver them to a regular municipal trash iandfill. Purpose. expensive as it is -
* is'to prevent having to finish filling and- closing its Peoria landfill, and meet stiff closure,
SR ‘:-regulatmns ‘Local environmentalists-are appealing EPA’s closed doot decision. Its -
- “secret” StarChamber procedire was ouflandish, and in violation'of all open meeting -
i protocols .The EPA decision does not mean. that these furnace residues will-be made clean
. -only that their welter of toxic materials would be somehow, “reduced” in toxic unpact at. . -
. least for a time, to-what might be “safer” at the moment.  This would: apply only £0'14 50 -
© .calléd *non- volattle heavy metals® 'reported present, mcludmg hlghly taxic meicury, lead; .
o and cadmivm. But it"would: not apply to the array. of “yolatile” toxic chemtcals in- these .
. wastes wh1ch dlsstpate mto our air, such as pomonous dioxm and turans o

: fD1<.cue<;1on : ‘ ' coe g -

. What is the. qamty let alone cﬂuen health and safety beneflt in PDC 3 latcst altempt 10
.. stymie. closure.of its Peoria toxic¢ waste landfill by expensively ‘Bhuntmg its toxic laden
" steel mill waste elsewhere gffer going through.an uncertain, ‘and: also expeiisive process
© - to.at Jeast temporanly immobilize most of thetoxics atnvmg in the steol mtll waste
‘The toxu:s, bi’ll] there; hkely dlSStpote elsewhere 1ater :

o PDC says at least IO steel mzlls would be truckm g ] thelr waste some hundtedb of mlles to
‘unload it at PDCs fandfill in Peoria so that its toxidity can, hopefully, be “reduced ” and
' 50 it can then be re-tricked to one or more: -regular city- couuty landftlls KT 4
“ i.The mtlls could bé dom that fight at thetr own facﬂltles‘ R

PDC waulb to Leep 1ts remammg space open in-its dangerously located Peona landtlll so
o that neither Peoria County nor the Illinois EPA can legally close it; That was, the mess'tge
SR dehvered by. PDC’S attomey at IPCB s pubhc hea.rmg August ]8 ' o

. The. IEPA has so far gtven a quahﬁed okay. to: this pianeuyer.. But envuonmentahsts are .
appealmg tlm decmon to the linois Po]luuon Control Boarcl

| '{The IEPA Stateb [Part 1, Scct 104.406, IEPA Ftlmg, 6/12/08] that PDC’§ “electnc arG”
furnace dust will likely meet the requtrecl” lower level of milligrams per liter of waste |
) after 1ts secret trefttment -But that is far trom removal And “hkely” also means maybe

' Moreover PDC in 1ts Aprtl 25 2008 peuuon to the IPCB claunb (bottom, age 2) tbat N
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. _.1t has sec.ret “new propnetary stabthzatlon technology” for “KO6I electmc are furnace

. - "dust” that will (top, page 3) render it-“stabilized” enough *‘to meet apphcable land. | B
S disposal restrictions.”” PDC doés:not; claim any retnoval of the toxic metals in, the dust by :
o the pmcess, or how long they would be held in check ’ o : :

C Mest steel mﬂls have means to deal on sue wrth the tomcrty of therr wastes Perhaps 1t

L could be less expenswe to sh1p it elsewhere to detoxrfy it. But robabl ~the_ma1n reason . : o

. ‘.For PDC whmh now has 30 other operatrons dealmg Wlth waste to elose its- ﬁrst one - o
-+ after-78 years of dumping on its site, but unider state regulatxons orily for the last 21 years . -

... = could entail.a hugely expensive. longterm remediation effort, a frtghtenmg postclosure
... ‘prospect. -And PDC has apparently spent into- the millions in recent years to try to.
' circumvent this.closure. Perhips the company. is afratd of what wdl be discovered or-
. .transpire after it is-closed. [Nete: This writer'has long urged a means whereby the state
" "'and federal EPAs could- share with PDC in this daunting prospect:] ‘Rather, PDC could
"jbe plowmv its proﬁts mto healthler channels both for 1tse1f and, certamly tor somety

AL prescnt PDC leaves various types of its toxrc waste srttlng “out 10, cure” before puttmg '_ I

. thém in its: “laudhll” to eventually be covered with soil. Volatile' chemicals certainly are .
 rventing’ off into theair while:sitting, perhaps for Tong perrods outside the landfill, or in. .. -
e For PDC th1s gets rid, of such chemwals -- but into the aif that lecal people must breathe .

L 'Thrs may be the ulttmate fate of much of the up to 95 000 cubtc yards per year of steel
. mill wastes PDC says it intends to detoxify and then fe«transport to local rnumcrpal

© dumps. Stacked Vert:tcally, 95,000 cubic yards would be54. miles hzgh There are.
certainly vastly superior alternatives, and, forithe sake of our.planet, we had better start

,,,,,

“ : o fmdmg and usmg them Only nuclear Wastc 1s more hazardous thatn toxm waste 1andiﬂle o

- ,'~And we need to keep hlgh in our mmds that PDC’s mountarn of pelsonous toxrc waste 81ts o

* as close.as 50 feet above the Peoria atea’s main Water supply aqurfer -and 1mmed1ate1y

'upwmd of the air Peorians must breathe. It is the only still operatmg such facrhty in the S

-:natlon in such a perdous locatron 10 pe0p1e

-‘We are a]so a1e1 ted that the PDC camp wﬂ} try gettmg EPA approva] to achreve

| .eomphance by simply-adding soil to “dﬂute"’ the tomcxty of the waste 0. 1t can. be taken” to o

> o regular Iandﬂlls It has tned thrs before

o - If Tlinois is to have a toxic: Waste Iandﬁll for ft and other states. to use then the state must
. be the site owner, put it in the satest locatmn possrble and all forces combme to make it
. . the best such facrhty of. thrs kmd ‘ . . y

‘The PDC matter isan elephant in our: ltvmg room that pehhcal offtce holders and seekers ;C' .
', are afrald to even acknowledge The IEPA dee1sron needs to be summartly drsImSSed
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