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/c%?

My name is Thomas F. Muth and | am the District Manager for the Fox Metro Water Reclamation District
(Fox Metra). | have worked for Fox Metro (formerly the Aurora Sanitary District) since July, 1987.

Most Honorable Board Members:

Over the years Fox Metro has relied heavily upon working with and making recommendations based upon
analyticai data that is, preferably, both as accurate and reliable as possible. With this understanding in-mind,.
Fox Metro supperts the illineis Environmental Protection Agency (Agency) proposal to amend 35 11l Adm.
Code 304.120 by adding a Paragraph (g) which specifies that the five {5) day carbonaceous biochemical.
axygen demanc ({CBOD,) testis the analytical method {0 be used for the measuremeni of b;ochemacal oxygen-
demand in wasiewater sffivents. S

The Agency preposal ig significant because it eliminates the ambagwtywheregy —aﬁc'%ezﬁailyiess‘ reliable test,
the five (5) day viochemical oxygen demand (BOD;!. might bé used o measure the above referenced and
important parameter of wastewater treatment plant performance. Agency tes t-mony previdusly. submitted
January 29, 2002, has detailed how ammonia nitrogen can-be a petentiai interference in the BOD, test.
Interferences in test methods can lead to inconsistent, inaccurate and/or unveliable results. The CBOD; test
eliminates the potential interference by ammonia nitrogen and leads to more reliable data upon which
wastewater treatment plant design, performance evaluation and process controi decisions can more
confidently be made.

The argument that the effluent discharge limits for biochemical oxygen demand should be lowered if the
CBOD, test is specified for its measurement is inconsistent with reason. This argument is seemingiy.

* based upon the assumption that ammonia nitrogen was meant orimplied to be measured as part of the BOD;
test. If this were true, then it would also stand to reason that there is no need to test or-have discharge limits
for ammeonia nitrogen as that parameter would already be accounted forin the BOD testl This, of course,
is unreasonable S

For many years now water quahty busmess professnonals haveﬁeenosmgﬁBOD data upon WhICh to design
wastewater treatment plants; analyze their performance andmake process control demsro ns. Now isthe time
to officially recognize what has:tseen “professionally undetstood™ for aH thes
the:specified method for measuringithe-biochemical oxygez:%r em’az’r:i

and that:the. éxisting:diseharge limits for this parameéter §hould’; rémain™i ncﬁé’ng

Singerely

. BRI ST
Thomas F Muth
District Manager
Fox Metro Water Reclamation District



