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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF:

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO
GROUNDWATER QUALITY
(35 ILL. ADM. CODE 620)

R 2022-018
(Rulemaking - Public Water Supply)

N N N N N N N

3M’S PRE-FILED QUESTIONS TO THE PRE-FILED TESTIMONY OF
STEPHEN P. RISOTTO OF THE AMERICAN CHEMISTRY COUNCIL

1. IEPA chose toxicity values for each PFAS from toxicity assessments conducted
by other agencies according to a specific hierarchy. Did IEPA adequately consider the strengths
and limitations of the underlying data for these toxicity assessments?

2. IEPA emphasizes relying on the most recent data when selecting toxicity values.
Do the most recent studies always represent the most reliable and relevant data?

3. IEPA uses the default relative source contribution of 0.2 for calculating the
proposed standards for five of the PFAS. Is the use of this default value appropriate, and if not,
why not?

4, IEPA uses the U.S. EPA's HFPO-DA toxicity value. Are there issues with the
endpoint selected as the basis for the HFPO-DA toxicity value?

5. The toxicity values that IEPA chose to use for calculating the proposed standards
for HFPO-DA, PFBS, PFNA, and PFOS all used database uncertainty factors or modifying
factors due to concerns that there is a lack of information regarding whether other effects, such
as reproductive and developmental toxicity or immunotoxicity, are observed at lower exposure
levels than the critical effects upon which the toxicity values were based. Are these database

uncertainty factors appropriate?
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6. The IEPA proposal mentioned both critical effects and adverse effects.

a. Are all of the critical effects that form the bases for the toxicity values chosen by
IEPA considered adverse effects?

b. Are the stated critical effects considered relevant to humans?

c. Do you have any concerns with using non-adverse, non-human-relevant effects as
the bases for toxicity values used in calculating groundwater standards? If so,
what are they?

7. What did the 2019 National Toxicology Program (NTP) 28-day toxicity studies of
various PFAS show with respect to the human relevance of the reported effects of these
substances?

8. IEPA chose a cancer toxicity value for PFOA from an assessment of PFOA
carcinogenicity by OEHHA, which was based on a carcinogenicity study conducted by NTP.

a. Are the results of this study reliable?

b. Are the tumors observed in this study relevant to humans?

c. Isthere any evidence to indicate that PFOA is carcinogenic to humans?

0. IEPA’s proposal uses the terms “minimum reporting level,” “quantification
limit,” and “method detection limit.”

a. What is the method detection limit (or MDL)?

b. What is a minimum reporting level?

c. What is a quantification limit?

10.  What is the difference between a method detection limit and a minimum reporting
level?

11.  What are the method detection limits and minimum reporting levels for the PFAS

at issue in the IEPA proposal?
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12. Does the accuracy or reliability of a testing method change depending on how
close the result is to the method detection limit?

13. Does the accuracy or reliability of a measurement of a substance change
depending on how close the result is to the minimum reporting level?

14, Is there a point at which the accuracy or reliability of a measurement of a
substance falls below 50%?

15.  What testing methods have been approved and validated for use to measure PFAS
in drinking water? How about groundwater?

16. Does U.S. EPA’s method 537.1 for PFAS in drinking water provide information
regarding the accuracy and precision of PFAS measurements for any PFAS at various

concentrations?
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