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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

Lower Farms Inc. 
(Property Identification Number 
07-09-13-200-001) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

PCB No. 22-
(Tax Certification) 

NOTICE OF FILING 

TO: See attached Certificate of Service. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that I have today electronically filed with the Office of the Clerk 
of the Illinois Pollution Control Board Illinois EPA's NOTICE OF FILING, APPEARANCE, 
RECOMMENDATION, and CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE, copies of which are herewith served 
upon you. 

DA TED: May 17, 2022 

1021 N. Grand Ave. East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 
(217) 782-5544 

Respectfully submitted, 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENT AL 
PROTECTION AGENCY 

By: Isl Gabriel H. Neibergall 
Gabriel H. Neibergall 
Assistant Counsel 
Division of Legal Counsel 
Gabriel.N eibergall@illinois.gov 
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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

Lower Farms Inc. 
(Property Identification Number 
07-09-13-200-001) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

PCB No. 22-
(Tax Certification) 

APPEARANCE 

The undersigned, as one of its attorneys, hereby enters an Appearance on behalf of the 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 

DATED: May 17, 2022 

Gabriel H. N eibergall, #63 23183 
Division of Legal Counsel 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
1021 N. Grand Ave. East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 
(217) 782-5544 
Gabriel .N eibergall@illinois.gov 

Respectfully submitted, 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENT AL 
PROTECTION AGENCY 

By: Isl Gabriel H. Neibergall 
Gabriel H. Neibergall 
Assistant Counsel 
Division of Legal Counsel 
Gabriel.N eibergall@illinois.gov 
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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

Lower Farms Inc. ) 
) 
) 
) 

(Property Identification Number 
07-09-13-200-001) 

PCB No. 22-
(Tax Certification) 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency ("Illinois EPA") hereby files its 

Recommendation pursuant to Section 125.204 of the regulations of the Illinois Pollution Control 

Board ("Board"), 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.204. 

1. On December 30, 2020, the Illinois EPA received a request from Lower Farms Inc. (log 

number TC-143484, Exhibit A) for an Illinois EPA recommendation regarding the tax 

certification of water pollution control facilities pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.204. 

2. The facility's address is: Lower Farms Inc. 
22642 Cyclone Ridge Rd. 
Mt. Carroll, IL 61053 

The proposed water pollution control facilities in this request are located in the NW ¼ of 

Section 13, T24N, R5E of the 4th P.M. in Carroll County, at the above street address and 

consist of the following: 

Livestock waste handling facilities consisting of one concrete manure pit 
(approximately 244 ft. x 48 ft. x 12 ft.), the concrete slatted portion of the 
floor over said pit, and plastic perimeter drainage pipes (approximately 
1,007 ft. x 6 in. in total) located around the footing of the manure pit to 
prevent flotation of the pit. 

These livestock waste management facilities are used to collect, transport, and/or store 

livestock waste prior to cropland application, and are further described in Exhibit A. 
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3. Section 11-10 of the Property Tax Code, 35 ILCS 200/11-10 (2018), and Section 

125.200(a) of the Board's regulations, 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.200(a), define "pollution 

control facilities" as: 

any system, method, construction, device or appliance appurtenant 
thereto or any portion of any building or equipment, that is designed, 
constructed, installed or operated for the primary purpose of: 
eliminating, preventing, or reducing air or water pollution ... or 
treating, pretreating, modifying or disposing of any potential solid, 
liquid or gaseous pollutant which if released without treatment, 
pretreatment modification or disposal might be harmful, detrimental 
or offensive to human, plant or animal life, or to property. 

4. In order to receive preferential tax treatment as pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/11-5 (2018), 

pollution control facilities must be certified as such by the Board, 35 ILCS 200/11-20 

(2018) and 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.200(a). 

5. Upon receipt of a tax certification application, the Illinois EPA must file a recommendation 

on the application with the Board, 35 Ill Adm. Code 125.204(a). 

6. Based on the information in the application and the purpose of the facility, it is the Illinois 

EPA' s engineering judgment that the described facilities may be considered "pollution 

control facilities," pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.200(a), with the primary purpose of 

eliminating, preventing, or reducing water pollution, or as otherwise provided in 35 Ill. 

Adm. Code 125.200, and are eligible for tax certification from the Board. 

WHEREFORE, the Illinois EPA recommends that the Board issue the requested tax 

certification. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENT AL 
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DATED: May 17, 2022 

Gabriel H. Neibergall, #6323183 
Division of Legal Counsel 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
1021 N. Grand Ave. East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 
(217) 782-5544 
Gabriel.Neibergall@illinois.gov 

PROTECTION AGENCY 

By: /s/ Gabriel H. Neibergall 
Gabriel H. Neibergall 
Assistant Counsel 
Division of Legal Counsel 
Gabriel.Neibergall@illinois.gov 
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e ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
1021 NORTH GRAND AVENUE EAST, P.O. Box 19276, SPRINGFIELD, ILUNOIS 62794-9276 · (217) 782-3397 

JB PRITZKER, GOVERNOR JOHN J. KIM, DIRECTOR 

Memorandum 
To: Mike Roubitchek, Division of Legal Counsel 

From: Darin E. LeCrone, Manager, Industrial Unit, Permit Section -~t,V 

Date: January 22, 2021 

Re: Lower Farms Inc - Mt. Carroll 
Recommendation of Tax Certification 
Log# TC-143484 
Property Index# 07-09-13-200-001 

The Bureau of Water received a request on December 30, 2020 from Mark Lower for an Illinois EPA 
recommendation regarding the tax certification of water pollution control facilities pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. 
Code 125.204. We offer the following recommendation. 

The water pollution control facilities in this request include the following: 

Lower Farms Inc. 
22642 Cyclone Ridge Rd. 
Mt Carroll, IL 61053 

NW¼ of Section 13, T24N, R5E of the 4th PM in Carroll County 

The livestock waste handling facilities consisting of one (1) concrete manure storage pit (approximately 244 ft. 
x 48 ft. x 12 ft.), the concrete slatted portion of the floor over the manure pit that capture and contain waste 
generated in the barn above, and plastic perimeter drainage pipes (approximately 1,007 ft. x 6 in. total) located 
around the footing of the manure pit to prevent flotation of the pit. The facility collects, transports and stores 
livestock waste prior to cropland application. 

The facility is further described in the enclosed applications and supporting documents. 

Based on the information included in this submittal, it is our engineering judgment that the above proposed 
facilities may be considered "Pollution Control Facilities" under 35 IAC 125.200(a), with the primary purpose 
of eliminating, preventing, or reducing water pollution, or as otherwise provided in this section, and therefore 
eligible for tax certification from the Illinois Pollution Control Board. The Bureau of Water therefore 
recommends that the Board issue the requested tax certification for these facilities. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact Wei Han at 217/782-0610. 

DEL:WH:Tax Cert Recommendation.docx 

cc: Tax Cert File 

2125 S. First Street, Champaign, IL 61820 (217) 278-5800 
2009 Mall Street Collinsville, IL 62234 {618) 346-5120 
9511 Harrison Street, Des Plaines, IL 60016 (847) 294-4000 
595 S. State Street, Elgin, IL 60123 (847) 608-3131 

2309 W. Main Street, Suite 116, Marion, IL 62959 (618) 993-7200 
412 SW Washington Street, Suite D, Peoria, IL61602 (309) 671-3022 
4302 N. Main Street, Rockford, IL 61103 (815) 987-7760 

PLEASE PRINT ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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Watershed Unit Tax Certification Review Sheet 

Project Name: Lower Farms Inc. 

Reviewer: WH 

Log number: TC-143484 

Applicant: Mark Lower 
24102 Cyclone Ridge Rd. 
Lanark, IL 61046 

Facility: Lower Farms Inc. 
22642 Cyclone Ridge Rd. 
Mt. Carroll, IL 61053 

Legal Description: 
NW of Section: 13 Twp: 24N R: SE PM: 4th 

Date Control Devices installed: July 2020 

Wastes: C8J Livestock waste is applied to cropland. 

Date: January 13, 2021 

Type: D Agchem 
C8J Livestock 

Contact: Chris Lower 
23823 Wallow Rd. 
Lanark, IL 61046 

Phone: 815-275-3335 

Property Index#: 07-09-13-200-001 

Parcel#: 07-000-091-10 

County: Carroll 

Signature: Chris Lower 

Title: VP 

D Agrichemical rinsate and spillage is recycled through the facility and/or land applied. 
D Other: _________________________ _ 

Physical Description of Pollution Control Devices: 
The livestock waste handling facilities consist of one (1) concrete manure storage pit (approximately 244 ft . x 48 ft. x 12 ft), 
the concrete slatted portion of the floor over the pit that capture and contain waste generated in the barn above. Plastic 
perimeter drainage pipes (approximately 1,007 ft. x 6 in. total) are located around the footing of pit to prevent flotation of 
the pit. The facility collects, transports and stores livestock waste prior to cropland application. 

Pollution control facilities requested by the applicant through Description of Pollution Control Facilities, Section C of the 
application form and the attached drawings. 
One concrete manure storage pit; 
Plastic perimeter drainage tiles at the pit: 1,007 ft. x 6 in. total 

A plan view of the pit and a process flow diagram were submitted with the application. 

Recommended Action: Issue tax certification. 

wtaxcert review sheet 
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Han, Wei 

From: 
Sent: 

Chris Lower <chris.lower30@gmail.com> 
Tuesday, January 12, 2021 3:37 PM 

To: Han, Wei 

Subject: [External] Lower Cattle setup 

Wei, This is in response to your phone call asking for more information. 

Physical address is: 
22642 Cyclone Ridge Road 
Mt. Carroll IL 61053 

Perimeter tile is constructed out of a plastic 6 inch perforated drain tile with 1/2"diameter openings and conforming to 

AASHTO M-294 and ASTM F-405 for a length of 692 feet. Added to that is the plastic 6 inch solid wall drain tile that 

conformed to AASHTO M-2964 and M-252 and ASTM F-405 and F-667. Th;e length of that tile is 315 feet. 

Cost of the perimeter tile was $1936 

Cost of the solid wall tile was $3015 

If you have any more questions please call or email me. 

Chris Lower 
8152753335 
chris. lower30@gma ii .com 

1 
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lhinol$ Enviro.nmental Aet:11CY 

Permit Sectk:>O 

Ol<JkJon of Water Pollution Control 

Property IP# 07-0S-13-7.00-001 

One concrete manure pit divided Into four sections. Total length is 243 feet 10 inches and the width is 

48 feet 2 inches. Within the pit t~re are three coocret4? walls dMdlng the overall pit Into the 4 sectlons. 

Thes.e dividing walls are approximately 61 feel from th~ end walls and ea<:h other maki(1g 4 equaJ 
sections.. The flooring slab of concrete ls poured on a lay-er of sewer rock and surrounded by a pctrimet~r 
tile that can be chea.ed fur any leakage that m<ty occvr. TM sfats are svpported b11 columll.$ of conerl!te 

that hold horizontal cona-ete beam~ that then supPort the concrete :-.l~ts. Each of the four ~ections has a 

s.maU removable cov~r that when it com~s time to pump wm be rem(}Ved and a manure pump wm be 

inserted Into that opening. The buildlng .structure walls suppofl the guttl!r and dowmp,outs that J}f'e<Jf!nt 

precipitation from entering the livestock Wj)~te storag<:l facillty. Th~ gutters attached to t.he~ walb 

c:ollect and divert the rainwater into an underground piping system that c~rries the watar to 

underground field tile. The cQllected manure ts pumped from each 5edion separately and loaded into a 
tank to be transporte<f to a field whern It wm be transferre-d to <1 liquid mam.i,e spreader and the11 
dlrectly lnjected Into the ground. By "1Slng this procedute the mitoure can be contwUed as to how much 

wt.ere and when it is applied ~nd doing that it wm k.eep it out of th~ groundwater. 

The average an~ly$IS of the beef manurn per 1000 gallons of tiquid is 20# of nitrogen, 18,t of 

phosphorus, a"d 26# of poluh. This system of using a deep pit vs th~ open lot feedifi8 operation w!II 

contain and control more of the nuui~nts that are lost by the environment of the o~n lot feedine 

svnem lhat lt MS replaced. 
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Hafliger, Belinda 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Orea, Bridget 
Wednesday, December 30, 2020 9:53 AM 
Hafliger, Belinda; O'Neal, LaQuenta; Killen, Michael P. 
Sutton, Ben 
FW: [External] Lower Farms EPA application Ptax 
Lower Farms EPA application Ptax.pdf 

Here is a better version of the application. Please let me know if you need Chris to send in the original copy. Thanks! 

From: Chris Lower <chris.1ower30@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2020 12:30 PM 
To: Orea, Bridget <Bridget.Drea@lllinois.gov> 
Subject: [External] Lower Farms EPA application Ptax 

Bridget, This one looks better to me. Thanks for letting me know. Chris 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, rn::1y be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communicc1tion in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including a!I attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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tfl inois ·environmental Prated.loo Agency 

llflnols Envltooment.al P.B,e.nr:.y 

Attfl, Al Keller 

Permit Section 

Oivi.slon of Water Poflutloo Control 

J am te-que:stirig ceftiflc.atfoo for a w.1ter pollution control faclJity {pipe, s!ats, pits, gutters, downspc;ul.$, 

et<..) that ii Included ln this <lppli.".alion. This doo~ not Include the areas where animal fee(iiog 

ope-ration$ are- {;on.ducted, gates, or walkwa1;s 

Thank you for your conslderatlon. 

Chris lower 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF SANGAMON 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, the undersigned attorney at law, hereby certify that I have served on the date of May 17, 

2022, the attached NOTICE OF FILING, APPEARANCE, and RECOMMENDATION, upon 

the following persons by causing to be mailed a true copy thereof in an envelope duly addressed, 

bearing proper first class postage, and deposited in the United States mail at Springfield, Illinois: 

Mark Lower 
24102 Cyclone Ridge Rd. 
Lanark, IL 61046 

Chris Lower 
23823 Willow Rd 
Lanark, IL 61046 

Copies also provided electronically as follows: 

Illinois Department of Revenue 
via email at REV.PropTaxApp@illinois.gov 
101 West Jefferson 
P.O. Box 19033 
Springfield, Illinois 62794 

[Electronic Filing] 

Illinois Pollution Control Board 
Don Brown, Clerk 
State of Illinois Center 
100 West Randolph, Suite 11-500 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
don. brown@illinois.gov 

Respectfully submitted, 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL 
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DATED: May 17, 2022 

1021 N. Grand Ave. East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 
(217) 782-5544 

PROTECTION AGENCY 

By: Isl Gabriel H. Neibergall 
Gabriel H. Neibergall 
Assistant Counsel 
Division of Legal Counsel 
Gabriel.Neibergall@illinois.gov 




