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AMERICAN OIL CO. )

Vs ; $ 71-714
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ;
CATERPILLAR TRACTOR CO. )

v. : ; 8 71-76
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ;

CATERPILLAR TRACTOR CO. HE
)

v. | ) i T1~91
)

R TRV - TREIL ¥ v ! S Tt 4
ERVIRONMENTAL PROTeCTIOUN AGENCY

Opinion of the Board (by Mr. Currie):

These are three more requests for wvariances to conduct
open burning for instruction in firefighting techniques. As in
past cases (e.g. Deere & Co. v. EPA, ¢ 70-20, Dec. 22, 1971),
we find that the advantages of this instruction in preventing
fire damage greatly outweigh the harm from the rather small
emissions that it will entail, and we grant the variances subiject
to conditions suggested by the Agency and indicated in the order
that follows.

In the two Caterpillar cases the Agency asks us to require
that burning be done only during dayvlight hours, when atmospheric
conditions are generally better for the dispersion of contaminants.
In general we agree that night burning should be avoided. But
here night burning is proposed for the henefit of night-shift
workers. DPA's suggestion that this be done at 7:30 a.m, does
not fit the company's needs, since 7:30 is the end of the ghift,

To make this change would reguire paving overtime, and, as EPA
says, carly morning is not a very gocd time for dispersion
anyway.



Variances are heraby granted to permit open burning for
purposes of firefighting instruction as follows:

(1) to American 0il Co. at its Woed River Refinery, for six
fire-crew training sessions of eight hours each in summer
1971, six of the same in autumn 1971, and twelve
four-hour process operatnr training sessions in the
summer of 1971; burning to take place between 10 a.m. and
4 pem.;

(2) to Caterpillar Tractor Co. at its Mossville plant, for
six two-hour sessions in September, 1971; burning te take
place only when the prevailing wind is not from the east;

(3) to Caterpillar Tractor Co. at its East Peoria plant, for
cighteex ;1 1/2 ~hour sessions during 1971.
In cach of these cases the variance shall be subject to
the following conditions:

{a) Burning shall take place only when the wind speed
is from five to 20 m.p.h. and only when the sky is not overcast;
in;  The company shall file a report with fiee Agency by
December 31, 19;¢, hrlef1y describing each training session.
Fach dL%Cfip ion shall state the nurhnr of traineces attending,
the types and amounts of combustibles burned, the date and time
of burning, the duration of hurning and of smoke emission and

a description of weather conditions.

I. Regina . Ryan, Clerk of the Pollution Control Roard, cortify
that the Board adopted the above Opmnzn“ this 8 day of
July s 1971, d -
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